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in the British Critic. 

(Continued from page 69.) 


Ir is recorded, much to the honour of 
the Dissenters, that, at this anxious mo- 
ment, they joined the Church heartily 
and zealously in repelling the danger 
which threatened the Protestant cause. 
They were wiser than to be deluded 
by the declarations of general indul- 
gence which the king issued: they 
knew that the Church of England was 
the great bulwark of Protestantism ; 
they were grateful for her efforts against 
the common enemy; and were well 
aware that if she fell, that toleration, 
which she so liberally and cheerfully 
conceded, would fall with her; and the 
proffered indulgence of the king would 
probably be withdrawn, as soon as the 
object for which it was granted was ob- 
tained. It was, perhaps, from a con- 
scientious regard for this meritorious 
conduct, and an anxiety to strengthen 
the Protestant interest by an effort to 
close those breaches which had hitherto 
proved its bane, that the Archbishop 
was induced, at this time, to meditate 
a scheme of comprehension. “ In 
which,” says Dr. D’Oyly, “ his pur- 
pose seems to have been, to make such 
alterations in the liturgy, and in the 
discipline of the Church, in points not 
deemed of essential and primary im- 
portance, as might prove the means, 
through corresponding concessions on 
the part of the more moderate dissent- 
ers, of admitting them within its pale.” 
It is probable that the Archbishop had 
done little more than draw out the great 
outlines of bis plan; and he seemsnever 
to have been very heartily engaged in 
carrying it into execution. Like every 
other scheme which has yet been tried 
upon the basis of mutual concession, it 
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would doubtless have proved abortive; 
and, perhaps, we may deem it not one 
of the most unfortunate consequences 
of the evildays in which he lived, that 
they effectually prevented the further 
prosecution of any such design. For 
experience has fully proved, that, what- 
ever may be the benevolent intentions 
of those who contrive or advocate such 
measures, they will always fail in ef- 
fecting the good they contemplate ; 
and, at the same time, will run great 
hazard of producing much evil which 
they did not foresee. 

The dissenters have never required 
of us, that we should merely make 
some little and unessential alterations 
in the liturgy and discipline of our 
Church, to satisfy their scruples : they 
have always demanded a total change 
of both. ‘Their terms are known and 
avowed: the substitution of presbyte- 
rian parity and directory, for Episco- 
pacy and the Common Prayer Book 
was then their object; and though, at 
this crisis, they were induced by more 
pressing dangers to lay that object aside 
for a while, and to join the Church in 
its struggles against Papal domination, 
it shewed more zeal than knowledge of 
the human character to suppose, that 
therefore they could be induced to unite 
permanently with the Church, on any 
terms of mutual concession, which in- 
volved a surrender of the fundamental 
principles of dissent. Fortunately, 
this scheme does not appear to have 
been publicly avowed. If so, by 
awakening at once all those jealousies 
which the fear of common danger had 
lulled, it might have served the cause of 
the Roman Catholics more effectually 


‘than any of James’s violent and ill exe- 


cuted measures. In justice to the 

Archbishop, we should add, that it ap- 

pears, from printed documents referred 

to by Doctor, afterwards Archbishop 

Wake, in a speech delivered by him at 
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the trial of Sacheverell, and from his 
own testimony, that “ no alteration was 
intended but in things declared to be 
alterable by the Church itself;” and 
that especial care was to be taken in 
making these alterations, that “ the doc- 
trine, government, and wership of the 
Church, should be preserved entire in 
all the substantial parts of them ” 

*¢ Such is the only account which we 
possess of the scheme of comprehen- 
sion projected by Archbishop Sancroft. 
That it originated on his part from the 
purest and best of motives, and that his 
sole object was to give stability to the 
Chirch, and to extend the influence of 
sound religion, can admit of no ques- 
tion. Circumstances prevented his 
bringing it to a conclusion; but a simi- 
lar attempt was made soon after the 
revolution, which proved altogether 
abortive. Judging from the result of 
that later attempt, and from the similar 
results which have generally followed 
from plans of this description, we may 
conjecture, with some probability, that, 
although all would have been effected 
by Archbishop Sancroft, which could 
be effected by a spirit of conciliation, 
mixed with firmness and discretion, the 
scheme which he projected, had he 
been enabled to persevere in it, would 
not have been attended with any suc- 
cessful result.” 

The storm which the infatuated mea- 
sures of the king had raised against his 
throne and government, now burst over 
his head. About the middle of Sep- 
tember, 1688, he became first convinced 
of the real object of the expedition 
which had been so long preparing in 
Holland; and his firmness at once for- 
sook him, when his real danger was ap- 
parent. 

With an eager haste, which deprived 
him of all the grace of ‘his concessiuns, 
by shewing that they were forced from 
him by the necessities of his Situation, 
he endeavoured to recall his impolitic 
declarations, and to conciliate his peo- 

le by milder measures of government. 

Ie now condescended to ask the ad- 
vice of those who had lately bexn se- 
lected by him as objects of insult and 
violence. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and the rest of the Bishops were 
summoned. to court; the suspension 


under which the Bishop of London had 
so long suffered was taken off; and 
every artifice was employed to induce 
the nation to believe, that a thorough 
reconciliation had taken place between 
himself and the spiritual guardians of 
the Church, and that his actions were 
guided by their opinion. Neither San- 
croft nor his brethren were deceived by 
these advances. ‘They understood the 
king’s character too well to trust him ; 
and were aware, that ris present con- 
duct was the result of policy and fear, 
rather than of a sincere and settled pur- 
pose to repair the evils of his adminis- 
tration. They were too near the court 
not to know, that the king still retained 
his popish advisers, and was, in secret, 
as much under their influence as ever 5 
and they could not be ignorant of his 
real motives for drawing them once 
more round his person, and appearing 
to listen to their counsels. Still, how- 
ever, they thought it their duty to avail 
themselves of so favourable an oppor- 
tunity, for addressing to the king that 
bold but necessary admonition, in which 
his own best interests, as well as those 
of the Church and nation, were so deeply 
involved. They touched, with great 
freedom, upon the leading vices of his 
government; and marked out for him 
a line of conduct, which, had it been 
earlier chosen, and steadily pursued, 
would have deprived his enemies of all 
reasonable excuse for hostility, and se- 
cured him the support of all his truly 
Joyal subjects. 

But the time for useful concession 
was now past. Many leading men had 
already pledged themselves too deeply 
against him to return with safety; and 
the nation had ceased to place any con- 
fidence in his promises. ‘The Arch- 
bishop and his brethren had peculiar 
difficulties to contend with; but.they 
seem to have conducted themselves with 
great prudence; and while they never 
refused to give their monarch that ho- 
nest and wholesome counsel which the 
critical situation of his affairs demand- 
ed, they refused to comply with his 
earnest solicitations to lend their names, 
in any way, to the support of his cause. 
The king was very desirous to induce 
the Bishops to draw up a paper, ex- 
pressive of their abhorrence of the de- 
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signs of the Prince of Orange. But, 
though they affirm that they had not 
made any application to the Prince, 
nor were at all concerned in the plan 
of calling in his assistance, they refused 
to sign any such declaration, for they 
knew that his interference was neces- 
sary; and, though not prepared to go 
the lengths of some who had invited 
him, they could not express their ab- 
horrence of designs which they con- 
ceived to extend no further than the 
deliverance of the nation from the dan- 
gers of Popish supremacy, and arbitra- 
ry power. 

When the Prince of Orange had ac- 
tually landed, and all things seemed to 
forebode a civil war, the Archbishop 
united with other persons of rank in 
London, in taking the necessary steps 
to prevent the mischief and confusion 
which generally attend such an unhap- 
py state of public affairs. 

The king was not yet convinced of 
his really destitute situation; “ he was 
not aware (says Dr. D’Oyly) how en- 
tirely he had forfeited the good opinion 
and affections of his people, and he still 
flattered himself, that he should meet 
with sufficient support to enable him to 
repel the invader of his kingdom.” 
When, at last, disappointed in these 
expectations, 

“ He left London, for the purpose of 
making his way to France, those who 
had most firmly adhered to him imme- 
diately turned their views to the Prince 
of Orange, as to the only person whose 
protecting authority could be called in 
to secure the public peace. The day 
following, December 11, the spiritual 
and temporal peers who were at that 
time in London and its vicinity, assem- 
bled at Guildhall, as hereditary coun- 
sellors and guardians of the kingdom, 
whose office it was, during the vacaney 
of the throne, to provide for the public 
safety, and to take measures for the 
prevention of general disorder. ‘The 
Archbishop of Canterbury acted at this 
meeting in concurrence with the other 

eers.” 

This was the last public measure in 
which Sancroft took any part. He al- 
ways disapproved of excluding James 
totally from the government; and as 
he found that this was the object of 
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many among the peers, he de¢lined be- 
ing present at any of their subsequent 
meetings. ‘Thus far he appears to have 
acted consistently. 

It may perhaps be more difficult to 
defend his subsequent conduct. His 
pertinaciously absenting himself from 
the convention parliament, is not to be 
reconciled with any ideas which we can 
form ef the obligations imposed upon 
him by his high station, at this eventful 
period. His opinion was certainly ad- 
verse to the proposed settlement of the 
crown; and it seems to us that he was 
bound to have appeared in his place, 
and as a peer of the realm, and the spi- 
ritual head of one of its three estates, to 
have advocated the cause of the sove- 
reign to whom he conscientiously ad- 
hered. We may readily acquit the ve- 
nerable Archbishop of the other charges 
which his enemy, Burnet, brings against 
him ; but it is impossible to deny, that 
his conduct betrayed an indecision, and 
want of firmness, which detracts much 
from our admiration of his character. 
When the times required prompt re- 
solves, and vigorous action, he was de- 
liberating, and hesitating, and remain- 
ing inactive, 

But the new government was not 
disposed to suffer any man thus to stand 
neuter on this trying occasion: and it 
soon became apparent, that none would 
be permitted to retain their offices, 
whether of trust or dignity, either in 
Church or state, unless they would 
transfer their allegiance from the ab- 
dicated king, to those whom the nation 
had invited to fill the vacant throne. 
The imposition of the new oath of alle- 
giance, and the rigour with which it 
was exacted from all in authority, have 
been topics on which great difference 
of opinion has existed. 

The immediate effect of the new im- 
positions was, to deprive many emi- 
nent and highly honoured ecclesiastics 
of their dignities and preferments; and 
this measure, harsh in itself, and ren- 
dered peculiarly unpopular by the 
blameless character of those who were 
its victims, while it aimed at violently 
severing the ties which had bound the 
members of the Church of England to 
so many of her ministers, produced a 
dangerous schism. For, many most 
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conscientious churchmen, agreeing with 
the deprived Bishops and Clergy in 
their dislike to the new oath, and not 
comprehending the legality of that ex- 
ertion of authority which deprived the 
Clergy of their ecclesiastical dignities 
and offices, and prohibited the exercise 
of their spiritual functions, without at- 
tributing to them any professional de- 
linquency, were induced to adhere to 
their communion by a sense of attach- 
ment to their persons, and sympathy 
for their sufierings. And, the deprived 
Prelaies and Clergy themselves, un- 
happily influenced more bya sense of 
individual injury, than by a due regard 
for the peace of the Church, were ra- 
ther disposed to encourage, than to 
check this injurious manifestation of a 
sentiment so gratifying to their personal 
feelings. 

We are far from wishing to justify 
those who thus continued to exercise 
their ministerial powers, in disregard 
of their paramount duty to maintain the 
unity of the Church. But, while we 
freely coniess that they incurred a fear- 
ful responsibility who thus acted; we 
must not exempt those from blame, 
who urged on the fatal measure which 
placed them in a situation of so much 
danger and temptation: nor can we 
forget, that the government, by adopt- 
ing this measure, ungratefully sacrificed 
the very persons who, by their firmness 
and talents, had saved the established 
religion trom the attacks of its Popish 
enemies; and by setting the example 
of well-regulated and temperate resist- 
ance to unlawful commands, had great- 
ly, though not perhaps intentionally, 
contributed to awaken in the nation 
that spirit of just and jealous regard for 
its rights and liberties, which had vest- 
ed the supreme power in the hands 
which now thus rigorously exerted it 
for their destruction. We write this 
upon the supposition that the oath was 
honestly framed, under a conviction of 
its necessity. If any sinister motives 
actuated those who devised it; if they 
anticipated the scruples it excited, and 
the refusals it met with; and ca'cu- 
lated upon the wealth and patronage 
thus to be placed at their disposal, their 
conduct merits the severest censure 
which the bitterest of their antagonists 
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could utter. The charge has often been 
made; perhaps it was to be expected 
that men soured by their losses should 
advance it; but for the honour of hu- 
man nature we would hope, that there 
were few among the illustrious states- 
men of the day to whom it would justly 
attach. 

We are inclined to make liberal al- 
lowances for the conduct of the Arch- 
bishop in the difficult circumstances in 
which he was now placed; and we ad- 
mire the steady principle which induc- 
ed him to suffer the loss of all things, 
rather than to falsify his conscience. 
But, in minor points, he appears to 
have swerved from that unity of pur- 
pose, and steadiness of resolve, which 
we could wish to be able to record of 
such aman, on so important an occa- 
sion. When he consented so far to ex- 
ercise the functions of his office, as to 
commission other Bishops to act in his 
name, to the consecration of Bishop 
Burnet, it seems scarcely possible to ac- 
quit him of the charge of inconsistency. 
And we cannot regard this transaction 
with a more favourable eye, because 
the Archbishop did not consent to grant 
the commission, until he discovered 
that he should incur the penalties of a 
premunire if he persisted in disobeying 
the royal mandate ; or because the in- 
strument was drawn up in very cautious 
terms, So as not to imply the least di- 
rect acknowledgment of the prince fill- 
ing the throne. These appear to us to 
be mere subterfuges, wholly unworthy 
of the dignified and patient resignation 
with which he afterwards submitted to 
his change of fortune. In the follow- 
ing passage, the biographer, though 
he candidly admits the blemish in the 
aged Prelate’s conduct, makes perhaps 
the best apology for him which the na- 
ture of the case will allow. 

“A charge of inconsistency* against 
Archbishop Sancroft has been ground- 
ed on this act of his consenting to grant 
a commission to enable others to do 
what he deemed it unlawful to do him- 
self. It may readily be allowed that, 
strictly speaking, he cannot be absolved 
from the charge, since one who acts by 





* “See Burnet’s Own Times, and Birch’s 
Life of Tillotson.” 
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means of others, must be considered as 
acting for himself; and it is in vain to 
say that the commission did not in di- 
rect terms acknowledge the prince on 
the throne, when the very purpose for 
which it was granted, that of giving ef- 
fect to his mandate, unavoidably impli- 
ed a direct acknowledgment of his au- 
thority. Atthe sametime, it is always 
found that a wide difference is made as 
to the feelings of a person concerned, 
whether he personally and directly per- 
forms an act, or whether, remaining 
aloof himself, he merely acquiesces in 
its being performed by others. In the 
present instance too, although the Arch- 
bishop did not choose himself to ac- 
knowledge the reigning authority, he 
may have felt unwilling directly to op- 
pose himself to it; which would have 
been done by his refusing to consecrate. 
It has been stated,* that the nonjuring 
party afterwards complained of him for 
granting this commission; and that, in 
consequence, after the transaction was 
over, he contrived to have it withdrawn 
from the registrar’s office.” 
( To be continued. ) 








For the Christian Journal. 


Conversations of «a Minister with a 
Parishioner, on Baptismal Regene- 
ration. 


CoNnvERSATION 2d. 


Parishioner. In our last interview, 
you alluded to an answer in the Cate- 
chism, in which I acknowledged my 
having been made, by baptism, “a 
member of Christ, a child of God, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” 
The impression of your remark, and 
my reflections induced by it, have made 
me wish to converse with you on the 
former subject, as it relates to the doc- 
trines of our Church. For although I 
consider Scripture as the ground, on 
which I must finally settle my opinion, 
yet it would grieve me to leave the bo- 
som of the Church in which I was born 
and educated. This, however, is a 
sacrifice which I would make; rather 
than continue in it, under the weight of 
material error. 





* “ See Birch’s Life of Tillotson.” 
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Minister. Inthis determination, you 
are correct: but as to the Catechism, I 
might have cited from it more than that 
alluded to. When you were questioned 
as to the performance of the promises 
made for you by your sponsors, you 
answered with a determination to that 
effect; and youcombined with it thanks- 
giving to God for having “ called you 
to this state of salvation,” and with a 
prayer for divine grace, that you might 
* continue in the same to your life’s 
end:” which would have been absurd, 
and it may even be said profane, but 
on the supposition of your having been 
put into a state of salvation by baptism. 

Parishioner. In my late review of 
the instrument, this language appeared 
to me very strong: but it has been sug- 
gested to me, that the recited sayings 
are grounded on the promises so made 
by the sponsors, as that the infant is 
supposed to promise in their persons. 
The promises are contemplated as sin- 
cerely made by the infant, and eventu- 
ally performed. On this, the state of 
salvation is predicated. 

Minister. This is like a fiction in 
law; to which the exigency of human 
affairs gives.occasion; but which it were 
irreverent, to introduce into a transac- 
tion between God and his subject crea- 
tures. Besides, there is no analogy be- 
tween what lies on the sponsors, and 
what is done for the infant. If it were 
a future benefit, predicated on future 
performance, it would be a different 
matter: but here, a present grace is 
pronounced, on the faith—you say— 
of promises relative to distant time, and 
which may never be performed. The 
charge to the sponsors explains what 
they are to do, in virtue of their pro- 
mises. But independently on the per- 
formance of promises, either of the spon- 
sors or of the infant, the latter is pro- 
nounced to be in a state of salvation; 
from which he may fall, in the event of 
non-performance. It is probable, you 
have been taught to account, in the 
same way, for the expressions used in 
the baptismal service for infants; 
wherein we pray for their regeneration, 
and afterwards, give thanks for its ac- 
complishment. 

Parishioner. The interpretation 
holds, as much in the one case as in the 
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other; and besides, it may be said to 
be the judgment of charity. 

Minister. The pleais barred by the 
form of private baptism ; in which 
thanks are given for the regeneration 
of the infant, without the stipulations of 
sponsors. But besides it would be a 
strange kind of charity, to presume con- 
cerning the person on whom it is exer- 
cised, that he is, what he cannot be by 
any effort of his own, and whet there is 
no reason to consider as even probable, 
by any act done for him: and this, in 
devotional exercise at an interesting 
crisis. On the part of those who deny 
baptismal regeneration, although it is 
believed that there may be a moral 
change on the mind of the infant; yet 
they deny, that this always or even of- 
ten happens, and that divine verac ity 
is pledged to the effect. For my own 
part, I know of no moral change of the 
powers of the mind, in the case of in- 
fants. 

Parishioner. This judgment of cha- 
rity, seems to derive countenance from 
St. Paul’s addressing of whole Churches 
as saints, as elect, and under the like 
expressions ; although he could not 
have supposed that the description ap- 
plied to all; and indeed, intimates the 
contrary in some instances. In like 
manner St. Peter (i. 2,5) addresses all 
the dispersed C hristians of the cireum- 
cision, as “a spiritual house and holy 
priesthood.” 

Minister. The cases are different. 
It is common to address a collective 
body, as if all the members were what 
general profession comprehends, and 
what the several individuals ought to 
be. Butin our service, regeneration 
is supposed by you to be predicated of 
each individual infant, without warrant 
of the word of God, and even in con- 
traricty to what is generally to be ex- 
pected. To add to the danger of the 
ungrounded expectation, it is put into 
the mouth of the child, to its extreme 
danger, as soon as it can lisp the Cate- 
chism. If we could grant, that the lan- 
guage used by the Church is the judg- 
ment of charity; the plea wouid not 
extend to the same language, put into 
the mouth of the baptized catecumen. 
From him it would be arrogant boast- 
ing; any further than his tender years 
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might excuse him, and throw the blame 
of deception on the Church. 

Parishioner. You reject the notion 
of a moral change; which we think 
called for by the nature of the transac- 
tion, according to your theory. Does 
not the service speak of being “ born in 
sin?” and consequently requiring such 
a change? 

Minister. Yes, we are born in sin, 
as being subject to the penalty threaten- 
ed to Adam of temporal death, with 
the appendages of disease, of wants, 
aud of dispositions tending to sin, in 
consequence of the deterioration of our 
nature ; agreeably to what is said—“ in 
Adam all die.” 

Parishioner. Do we not pray, in 
favour of the infant, for the remission of 
sin; or, as it is in the form of the 
Church of England, the best interpre- 
tative of the sense of the compilers, “ of 
his sins ;” with which agrees what we 
read in the exhortation to the sponsors; 
it being in the English form—“ ye have 
prayed that God would * * * release 
him of his sins.” 

Minister. How do you reconcile 
this with what is said in the address to 
the congregation, when, with reference 
to our Saviour’s reception of infants, it 
is noticed, “ how he exhorteth all men 
to follow their innocency ?” And how 
will you reconcile it with what is said 
at the end of the English service—* it 
is certain by God’s word, that children 
which are baptized, dying before they 
commit actual sin, are undoubtedly 
saved ?” 

Parishioner. Do you think then so 
irreverently of our venerable reformers, 
as to suppose that they have fallen into 
inconsistency on the subject? 

Minister. Ihave no such thought ; 
but this is one of the points, on which, 
for the right understanding of the de- 
cisions of our Church, it is necessary 
to have recourse to the state of contro- 
versy at the time of the reformation. 
The Roman Catholics contended, that 
the habit of sin, or a tendency to it, is 
not in itself sin: which they applied in 
various ways, to lessen the malignity 
of those sins whieh were the result of 
habit. On the contrary, our reformers 
held sinful disposition to be in itself 
sin; and under this apprehension, they 
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speak in the 9th article of “ the fault 
and corruption of the nature of every 
man,” which they affirm to “ deserve 
God’s wrath and damnation :” meaning 
not that which is eternal; for this would 
be inconsistent with what is elsewhere 
said of infantine innocency; but the 
condemnation due to contrariety to his 
holy nature. The Seriptures never 
speak of eternal damnation, as inflicted 
otherwise than for sin in act or in in- 
tention. Concerning the properties of 
human nature we may perceive, that 
however adjusted to their legitimate 
objects, they will assuredly issue in sin- 
ful practice, unless properly directed 
and governed by divine grace; or else 
kept under restraint by prudential con- 
siderations. This is what St. Paul 
means by “ the carnal mind” which is 
“enmity against God:” not that the 
man possessing it hates God, as this 
text is erroneously brought to prove ; 
but because the carnality, thus personi- 
fied, is in opposition to his holy law. 
Apply this to the present subject; and 
you will perceive the ground on which 
the Church of England distinguishes 
between sin in act, or even in thought 
having the property of act; and sin in 
disposition, which, unless directed by 
grace otherwise than as it would be put 
in motion by the temptations of the 
world, will produce sin both in thought 
and inact. This latitude in the use of 
the word, is familiar both in the Old 
Testament and in the New: the He- 
brew and the Greek words answering 
to it, being often applied to legal im- 
purity, and to imperfection or defect. 

Parishioner. As you object to the 
interpretation of charitable judgment, 
applied to the regeneration of infants ; 
perhaps you will do the like, ip regard 
to that of adults. 

Minister. In our first conversation, 
I told you of my abhorrence of the sup- 
position, that a person undergoing 
baptism in hypocrisy, is thereby re- 
generated: and I must repeat my sur- 
prise, that so much should have been 
said in conversation and in print, to 
refute an opinion not held by any, so 
far as1 can learn. But as to charita- 
ble judgment, I think it may fairly be 
extended by the officiating minister to 
an adult, with whom he has previously 
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conversed, whom he has found pos- 
sessed of a sufficiency of knowledge, 
in whose conduct he knows no cause of 
repulsion, and who is to take on his 
tongue the solemn professions and pro- 
mises exacted by our service. But the 
same interpretative charity does not in- 
duce me to believe, that our reformers 
extended it to what they were not war- 
ranted to expect; or that when they 
adopted the collect for Christmas-Day, 
they intended it to be affirmed, in ad- 
dresses to Almighty God, that the per- 
sons praying were regenerate in any 
other sense, than as applied to their 
baptisin. 

Parishioner. 1 lear, that in some 
books of devotion, written by eminent 
men of the Church of England confess- 
edly orthodox, the collect is entitled 
“ A Prayer for Regeneration.” 

Minister. This is to be lamented, 
and has probably been from inadver- 
tence. Certainly, the Church does not 
so name it. Such a sense is inconsist- 
ent with the grammatical construction : 
and indeed it would have been highly 
incongruous, to have required twelve 
thousand congregations, which is about 
the number in England, to be praying 
for regeneration; to which, as would 
be implied, none of them had attained. 

Parishioner. We pray for various 
blessings temporal and spiritual, al- 
though living in the possession of them. 

Minister. Yes; where they are not 
limited to precise points of time, but 
continuance and increase in them are 
desirable. 

Parishioner. May not the compilers 
have contemplated regeneration in the 
latter point of view, and as a work car- 
ried on throughout the Christian state ? 

Minister. It would have been a 
sense not agreeable to usage, and not 
warranted by Scripture language. Re- 
novation has a greater latitude of mean- 
ing; for St. Paul speaks of being “ re- 
newed day by day.” Customary lan- 
guage is correct in this particular; re- 
generation being generally considered 
as limited to initiation into the Chris- 
tian covenant. But there are many 
other matters in our Church service, in 
unison with the said prayer. The al- 
ready noticed declaration concerning 
deceased infants, said to be founded ou 
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the word of God, is tothe point. So 
is the circumstance, that when young 
persons are presented for confirmation, 
the whole construction of the service 
speaks the sentiment, that it is presum- 
edto be a continuation of a state of 
grace. In like manner, in the visita- 
tion of the sick, the exhortation pre- 
pared for the occasion is exceedingly 
defective; except on the presumption, 
that any sins which may have been 
committed are a departure from grace 
formerly given. In short, our whole 
system is erroneous, according to the 
notions which you have imbibed. 

Parishioner. Not the articles; in 
which there have been given to me 
senses, not agreeable to the opinions 
which you have elicited from the other 
institutions. It is in the articles, that 
the compilers must be supposed to have 
aimed at the setting down of the truths 
of the Gospel, with the greatest care 
and circumspection. 

Minister. ‘This I concede, without 
the apprehension of loss to my argu- 
ment. 

Parishioner. In the 25th article, it 
's Said concerning the sacraments, that 
by them * God doth not only quicken, 
but strengthen and confirm our faith in 
him.” Does not this imply, in regard 
to each of the two sacraments, that 
there must be the possession of faith, 
or at least capability of it, previous 
to the strengthening and. confirming 
spoken of ¢ 

Minister. The position applies, ac- 
cording to the properties of the two sa- 
craments severally. By the energy of 
grace given, they may quicken, that is, 
excite or bring into action; and the ex- 
ercise of this principle, as of every 
other, confirms and strengthens, that is, 
renders stable and continues. Now a 
baptized infant, subsequently instruct- 
ed, may have faith rendered both active 
and stable, under the operation of grace 
stipulated in the ordinance. 

Parishioner. Does not the article 
proceed to say, that the sacraments 
have a wholesome effect, on “ those 
only who worthily receive them ?” 

Minister. It does; but the distinc- 
tion can have no effect on the condition 
of infants. ‘They receive worthily, if 
they are in similar circumstances to 


those of the children of whom our Sa- 
viour said—suffer them to come unto 
me. If you and I did not receive wor- 
thily at our baptism, we have not since 
received worthily; and never shall 
without rebaptization. For otherwise, 
if we should be fit recipients hereafter, 
we come not within the meaning of the 
expression; which speaks of worthy 
reception at the time of baptism. 

Parishioner. The 27th Article, 
which is expressly on baptism, associ- 
ates it with prayer to God; by which, 
it is said, “ faith is confirmed and grace 
increased.” 

Minister. Yes; confirmed and in- 
creased, but not begun. On the con- 
trary, we read of baptism, that it is “a 
sign of regeneration or new birth, where- 
by, as by an instrument, they that re- 
ceive baptism rightly are grafted into 
the Church: the promises of the for- 
giveness of sin, and of our adoption to 
be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, 
are visibly signed and sealed.” The 
like expressions had been used in the 

25th Article, concerning sacraments 
generally : which are defined “ sure 
witnesses and effectual signs of grace 
and God’s good will towards us, by the 
which he doth work invisibly in us.” 
It will not be said here, as concerning 
the baptismal services, that the strong 
expressions are suggested by hypothe- 
tical interpretation and by charitable 
judgment ; being decisions on the sub- 
ject considered abstractedly. Neither 
can they be foreign to the case of in- 
fants; since the lawfulness of infantine 
baptism is affirmed immediately after 
in the Article; which, therefore, con- 
templates them in connexion with the 
beneficial effects before described. 
While we are on the Articles, I will re- 
mind you, that the 11th, entitled “ Of 
Justification,” refers to a certain homi- 
ly, known to have been composed with 
extraordinary care. In the third part 
of it, the word “ baptized,” is intro- 
duced as synonymous with “ justified ;” 
and thus there is recognized the truth 
that the state of justification, nearly 
synonymous with regeneration, takes 
place in baptism. 

Parishioner. The comments which 
you have made on the services and on 
the articles, shall receive my most seri- 
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@us consideration. And yet, so much 
does your opinion differ from that of 
ether denominations, that even on this 
account, I hesitate to settle down in a 
system, which implies error in the great 
mass of my fellow Christians. 

Minister. If you mean the religious 
denominations, with the members of 
which we are immediately conversant, 
you are perhaps correct: but if you 
include the Christian world in general, 
the matter is quite otherwise. This be- 
tng a question of fact, we need not 
take much time to settle it. 

Parishioner. 1 know that the Ro- 
man Catholics are in your favour, al- 
though they go further than you seem 
disposed to follow them in the theory. 
The corruptions which they have en- 
srafted on Christianity, induce me to 
put them out of the account. 

Minister. ‘Tothem you might have 
added all the Greek Churches, which 
include immense numbers of professing 
Christians. In regard as well to the 
Greek as to the Roman Churches, [lay 
little stress on their holding of any doc- 
trine; unless, as in the present case, 
they professed it before the rise of their 
corruptions. But of this, something 
shall be said bye and bye. To all these 
Churches, you must add the Lutheran, 
comprehending large kingdoms and 
principalities; and the ancient and very 
vespectable Church, known by the 
name of “ Unitas Fratrum.” Again, 
you must add the Calvinistic Churches 
on the continent of Europe; all of 
which hold to the confession, which you 
may find professed by that body of 
Christians in this country, who derive 
their descent from the Church of the 
Netherlands. In that instrument, as 
also in the Heidelburg Catechism in 
use by the same Church, and in the 
service for the administering of baptism, 
our doctrine is as explicitly declared, 
as in the articles and the services of our 
Church. We need not wonder at this ; 
when we find Calvin, on whose princi- 
ples those Churches were modelled, 
teaching the same doctrine. 

Parishioner. 1 have always suppos- 
ed, that the doctrine is inconsistent 
with the tenets of Calvin. 

Minister. To me,itseems so; and 
yet this celebrated man, im the 15th 
" Vor. Vi 


and 16th sections of his foutth book, 
uses the language of antiquity on the 
present subject; amounting tothe point, 
that in baptism there is implanted a 
principle of grace, to which he gives 
the name of regeneration. But in mp 
estimation, the testimonies of all these. 
Churches are of less weight than that 
of the primitive Church; which is ac- 
knowledged to have preserved the 
Christian faith entire, for at least three, 
hundred years. During all that time, 
what I contend for as truth, was held 
and taught without contradiction. This 
is an acknowledged fact. 

Parishioner. 1 understand it to be 
so; but have heard it accounted for 
from the good lives of Christians in 
those early ages. It may have been 
safely supposed, that their Christian 
state commenced with their baptism; 
but the same notion, it is said, must be 
very pernicious in the present day; 
when we witness the degeneracy of so 
many, who were dedicated to God in 
their infancy. 

Minister. ‘There never was a time, 
when there was not abundance of dis- 
honour of this sort,‘on the cause of 
Christ. We have sufficient evidence 
of it, in what it especially fell in with 
the views of ecclesiastical writers to 
mention—the heresies infesting the 
early Church, and the vile deeds of the 
inventors of them; who had generally 
been born and educated in the bosom 
of the Church. There is a fact conspi- 
cuously to the purpose. ‘Towards the 
middle of the third century, there took 
place the persecution of the Emperor 
Decius—more severe than any which 
had preceded. ‘The Churches had en- 


joyed peace through a long tract ef 


time; and when the reverse of their 
condition began, it was considered as 
the judgment of God on abounding 
wickedness, described in as glowing 
colours as could be given of the man- 
ners of any Church in Christendom at 
the presentday. There remains espe- 
cially an Epistle of Cyprian, the cele. 
brated Bishop of Carthage, in which he 
sets forth in very strong terms the pre- 
ceding sinful practices of professors. 
About half a century afterwards, there 
ensued the persecution of the Emperor 
Dioclesian. Ensebins, a cotemporary 
2.4 
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historian, begins his narrative of the 
bloody scene, with describing the an- 
tecede ntly flourishing state of the 
Churches; but, growing out of their 
prosperity, a corruption of manners 
which was greatly on the increase, when 
the calamity overtook them. If the 
opinion of baptismal regeneration had 
been generated by the expectation of 
universal sanctity of manners, there 
happened enough to correct the sup- 
posed error: which, however, is ac- 
knowledged to have prevailed, through 
the long tract of time in question. 

Parishioner. Wowever compara- 
tively pure the faith of the primitive 
Church, we Know, that the seeds of er- 
vor were laid at a very early period. 

Minister. ‘The doctrine maintained 
by me, is considered by its opponents 
as destructive of piety, and as produc- 
tive of a very low theory of Christian 
obligation. And vet, within half a 
century after the decease of the Apos- 
sles, Justin Martyr, in his apology ad- 
tiressed to the Roman Emperor, and 
professedly written to give information 
ef what was the faith of the then perse- 
cuted Christians, identities regeneration 
with baptism. ‘This was a transaction 
30 public, that at least some voices 
would have been raised against him, 
nad he made any material misrepre- 
sentation of the body, of which he was 
a distinguished member. 

Parishioner. From the facts which 
vou have stated to me concerning the 
primitive ages, I find—for 1 have no 
suspicion that you would mislead me— 


that the contrast exhibited to me of 


those times witli the present, in order 
to prove the necessity of a change ot 
language, has been drawn without due 
allowance forexceptions. Butafter all 
Thave heard of the virtues then abound- 
ing, aud all I have seen of the corrup- 
tion of manners among ourselves ; espe- 
cially, the educating of baptized per- 
sons without a particle of instruction 
in religion; and perhaps, with the bad 
lives before them of their parents and 
their sponsors; I cannot reconcile my- 
self to the idea, that they have received 
any benefit from their baptism. 
Minister. They have not received 
any; although it may perhaps ensue 


érom future recurrence of the weight of 


an obligation, from which they are not 
disengaged, whatever may be their own 
ideas on the subject. But I see no le- 
gitimate consequence of what you have 
now said; except that we should de- 
plore the evil, and endeavour the cor- 
recting of it in our several places. In 
the mean time I suspect, that in con- 


sequence of the law of association of 


ideas, the disgust properly excited in 
your mind by frequent delinquency in 
this matter, has been a mean of detach- 
ing you and others from scriptural 
truth. This unhappy efiect should be 
reckoned an aggravation of the so fre- 
quent neglect of parents and of sponsors ; 
and sbould be a powerful call on them 
toremember, as the service expresses, 
* what a solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession,” the presented infants have 
made by them. 

But to return to our subject, from 
which we have digressed—the sense ot 
our Church. Let me intreat you to 
consider, whether the hypothetical and 
charitable constructions which you have 
been taught to apply to her services, 
might not, by the same latitude of con- 
struction, be applied to every thing you 
have occasionally heard from me in 
the course of my ministry, so as to 
prove me to hold nothing inconsistent 
with your opinion: and yet were Ito 
claim consent with you on that ground, 


it would lessen me in your estimation.. 


Further, Lask you to consider, whether, 
under the charge brought against my 
theory of detracting frem inward piety, 
it ought not to fall with greater weight 
on the early Church; so as to prove 
her guilty of having le ‘d us into this de- 
teriorating error. And toa mind hesi- 
tating between a membership of ou 
Church and that of some other, ought 
not language so liable to mislead, i in a 
concern so weighty, be sufficient to 
turn the balance ? 

Parishioner. It is language, which, 
if I should retain my sense of the sub- 
ject, I shall never think of applying to 
it. But you will allow, that Scripture 
is the rule of faith; and 1 should not 
like that our intercourse should be dis» 
continued, without a reference to that 
paramount standard. 

Minister. agree —_ you in the 
position now made; still believing, that 
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in interpreting Scripture, not only his- 
tory and cotemporary custom may help, 
butthe practice of the succeeding times 
may be had recourse to for the same 
purpose: it being incredible, that an 
essential change should have taken 
place at the same time, and over the 
whole of Christendom, without there 
being a voice raised against it. I ac- 
cede to your proposal of further con- 
ference, and to be confined in it to the 
sense of Scripture: but in considera- 
tion of the length of the present conver- 
sation, and to give you time to take a 
view of the passages having relation to 
the subject, we will defer the interview 
to another day. W.W. 
(To be continued. } ? 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Thirty-fifth Convention of the Dio- 
cess of New-York, held in Trinity 
Church, New- York., onthe 16th, 17th, 
gnd 18th of October, 1821. 


[Continued from page 90.] 
Report of the Professors of the Theo- 


logical Seminary. 
Tue Professors of the Theological 


Seminary, established in the city of 


New-York, under the authority of the 
Protestant Episcopal Theological Edu- 
ration Society, in the State of New- 
York, respectfully report to the Board 
of Managers of the said Society, that 
éhey commenced instruction in their 
respective branches about the middle 
of last May. The students who then 
presented themselves were—George 
M. Robinson, A. M.; Thomas K. Peck, 
A.B.; William 5. Irving ; and Samuel 
Seabury 3 all of this diocess. 'T hese, 
with the exception of Mr. Seabury, 
the state of whose health, and the cir- 
cumstance of his having charge of a 
school on Long-Island, have rendered 
it necessary for him to suspend his 
theological studies, continued through 
ihe first session, and now compose the 
first class. 

"There have entered, this session, into 
the second class, Thomas 'T. Groshon, 
John Dick, and Levi S. Ives, A. B. of 
this diocess. Four or five others have 
heen named to the Professors, as de- 


signing to enter this fall, but they have 
not yet presented themselves.* 

The followi ing reports of the respees 
tive Professors will throw more parti- 
cular light on the state and prospects 
of the institution :— 

“Bishop Hobart, in pursuance of 
kis appointment as Professor of Sys- 
tematic Divinity and Pastoral Theo- 
logy, confined his attention, during the 
short session of last summer, to. the 
latter branch, by eccasional instruc 
tions in the nature, qualifications, and 
duties of the ministerial office, by caus- 
ing the students to submit to him ser+ 
mons of their own composition, and by 
attending to their delivery of those ser- 
mons, and to exercises in reading, im 
one of the churches. A course of in- 
struction in Systematic Divinity will be 
commenced the present session.” 

* With the Professor of Biblical 
Learning, the students, on the open- 
ing of the seminary, entered imme- 
diately upon the study of the Hebrew 
language; and, on the Ist of August, 
when the session ended, they had read, 
in that language, the first eighteen chap- 
ters of Genesis. In the course of this 
reading, their attention nas been di- 
rected to such annotations of Patricl; 
and Lowth, and other commentators, 
as appeared most interesting and im- 
portant.” 

“In the introductory part of the. 
course of study pursued with the Pra- 


fessor of the Evidences of Revealed 


Religion, the mode of instruction 
adopted has been that of preparation 
and examination in certain text-books 5 
in the course of which, the subjects 
therein treated are discussed , enlarged 
upon, and illustrated by references to, 
or reading passages from other authors, 
together with occasional dissertations or 
lectures read by the Professor on such 
points as seemed to demand more par- 
ticular investigation, either from their 
having been made the subject of con- 
troversy, or because they are not 
treated with sufficient fulness or cor- 





* The Professors beg leave to state, 
that, since their report, there have been 
added to the second class, Henry N. 
Hotchkiss, A.B. and Seth W. Beardsle. 
(Ogtober 17th.) 
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yectness in the books in the hands of 
the students. 

‘In this manner, Paley’s Evidences, 
Leslie’s Short Method, and Campbell 
on Miracles, were read during the first 
session, so as to give the students a ge- 
neral outline of the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, together with such views of the 
philosophy of evidence, and the laws 
of belief, as are more immediately con- 
nected with the subject of historical 
testimony. 

* As an exercise for the students in 
this course,a summary and popular view 
of the external evidences of Christiani- 
ty, in one or more sermons, was required 
to be prepared during the vacation.” 

“ The Professor of the Nature, Mi- 
pistry, and Polity of the Church, to 
whom has also been assigned the de- 
partment of Ecclesiastical History, 
deemed it the best and most natural or- 
der to commence with the latter. Ac- 
cordingly, the class of the last session 
prosecuted the study of that branch, 
with Mosheim’s history for the text- 
book, as far as the close of the fourth 
eentury: the errors of Mosheim hav- 
ing been noticed by the Professor, upon 
the authority of Eusebius, and others 
equally unquestionable. There the 
Professor designs they shall suspend the 
study of history, agreeably to the plan 
recommended by the House of Bishops, 
for the purpose of pursuing the subject 
of the constitution of the ministry; it 
being presumed that the light thrown 
on that subject by the practice of the 
Catholic Church in the first four cen- 
turies, is the fairest possible interpre- 
tation of what the Scriptures contain 
concerning it. ‘This class has, there- 
fore, commenced tiie present session, 
by taking up the Epistles and Apolo- 
ies of the earlier fathers, with the very 
Jearned and judicious remarks upon 
them by the Rev. William Reeves, and 
by Archbishop Wake. 

«The class now just commencing, 
will begin Ecctesiastical History with 
the view of pursuing the same course.” 

In attending to the duties of the se- 
veral branches, as above detailed, Jur- 
ing the last session, the students met 
one or other of the Professors, every 
day but Sunday, with the exception of 
sn occasional intermission of Monday. 


Agreeably to the powers vested in 
them by the Board of Managers, the 
Professors, with the approbation of the 
Bishop, have adopted the following 
Statutes :-— 

1. The Professors of the Seminary 
shall form a Board, and meet for such 
purposes, connected with the concerns 
ofthe Seminary, as may properly come 
within their sphere, at such times and 
places as they may from time to time 
appoint. Any three shall form a quo- 
rum, and the Bishop, or, in his absence, 
a chairman specially appointed, shall 
preside. 

2. The Professors, in their respece 
tive departments, shall pursue such a 
course of instruction, and direct the at- 
tention of the students to such books, 
consistent with the Canons of the 
Church, as the Bishop may approve. 

3. 'The Seminary shall be accessible 
to persons duly admitted, according to 
the Canons, as candidates for holy or- 
ders, and to others who shall exhibit to 
the Professors satisfactory evidence of 
moral and religious character; the Pro- 
fessors being, at all times, competent 
to the expulsion of any stucent for 
causes which, to them, may appear 
sufficient. 

4. There shall be, in every year, 
one session for the business of instruc- 
tion in this Seminary, namely, from 
the first Monday in October, to the last 
Saturday in the July following, inclu- 
sive; the remainder of the year being 
considered as vacation. 

5. The full course of study in this 
Seminary shall occupy three years. 
Persons entering the Seminary at the 
commencement of a session, shall be 
considered as forming a new class, so 
that the whole number of students shall 
ultimately be comprised in three classes, 
each continuing for one session ; it be- 
ing understood that those who entered 
the Seminary at its commencement are 
considered as having closed, at the ter- 
mination of the then current session, 
their first year of study ; and provided, 
farther, that any applicant for admis- 
Sion, at any time, into either of the 
higher classes, and any applicant for 
admission into either class, after the 
commencement of the session, shall be 
admitted to the same, and be placed on 
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‘an equal footing with its other mem- 
bers, if, upon examination by the Pro- 
fessors, he be found duly qualified. 

6. There shall be an examination of 
the students, in presence of the Board 
of Professors, at such times, not less 
than once in six months, as shall be, 
from time to time, appointed by the 
said Board; and an examination in 
presence of the Managers of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Theological Educa- 
tion Society in the State of New-York, 
at such period in every year as may be 
appointed by the Board of Professors. 

7- When any student shall have 
prosecuted the full course of study pre- 
scribed by this Seminary, to the satis- 
faction of the Board of Frofessors, he 
shall receive a certificate from the said 
Board to that effect. Students shall be 
allowed to attend any portion of the 
course, without being compelled to 
complete it; but such shall not be en- 
titled to any testimonials from the 
Board of Professors. 

Respectfully submitted. 

New-York, October 9th, 1821. 


From a report a the Professors in 
Geneva, it appears that two of them 
commenced their duties in June last— 
that there are now ten students under 
their care—and that a building is in 
progress, which will contain thirty 
rooms for students, and a chapel, to 
‘* be ready for the reception of theolo- 
gical and classical students on the first 
of May next.” The report of these 
Professors is also added. 


Report of the Professors of the Branch 
Theological School at Geneva. 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
President of the Board of Managers of 
the Protestant Episcopal Theological 
Education Society in the Diocess of 
New-York, the Professors in the 
Branch Theological School at Geneva 
respectfully report, that— 

The Branch Theological School was 
opened in the vestry school-house of 
‘Trinity Church, Geneva, on the 11th 
day of June last, and the following 
young gentlemen, intending to enter the 
ministry of the Church, have been ad- 
mitted members of the school, viz.— 
Marvin Cady, Richard Salmen, Wit 
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liam Bostwick, Orsimus H. Smith, Bur- 
ton H. Hecock, John A. Clark, John 
Gavott, Thaddeus Garlick, and Ira 
White. In addition to which, Henry 
Gregory, Alanson Bennett, and Seth 
Davis, are daily expected. 

The Trustees of Geneva Academy 
are now erecting, in an eligible situa- 
tion, on the bank of Seneca Lake, a. 
commodious stone building, containing 
thirty rooms for students, besides a 
convenient chapel. The building will 
be ready for the reception of theologi- 
cal and classical students on the first of 
next May. 

DANIEL M‘DONALD, Professor 

of Ecclesiastical History and 
Scripture Interpretation. 

ORIN CLARK, Professor of Sys- 

tematic Theology. 

The Board of Managers have also 
directed their attention to the munifi- 
cent bequest of the late Mr. Sherred. 
They have made arrangements for ap- 
propriating it in such manner as shall 
most securely efiect the objects intend- 
ed by the liberal donor; $ 20,000 are 
appropriated to the support of a pro- 
fessorship in the school of the city of 
New-York, which shall bear his name; 
$ 10,000 to the support of a professor- 
ship in the branch interior school at 
Geneva, also to bear hisname. And, 
further, (should the Board of ‘Trustees 
approve the measure) two sums of 
$ 5,000 each are appropriated to com- 
plete the establishment of the two first 
professorships of $20,000 each, to- 
wards each of which § 15 000 shall be 
paid by any congregation or society, or 
individual or association of individuals, 
in the city of New-York, on or before 
the first of May, 1822; and two fur- 
ther sums of $3,000 each (should the 
Board of Trustees approve) are ap- 
propriated to complete the establish- 
ment of the two first professorships of 
10,000 each, in the interior school at 
Geneva, towards each of which $7,000 
shall be paid by any congregation or 
society, or individual or association of 
individuals, not resident in the city of 
New-York, on or before the first of 
May, 1822: the interest only of these 
sums to be applied te the above objects 
respectively, 
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The Board of Managers have also 
directed that a portrait of this revered 
benefactor be procured for each of the 
schools, and that a tablet to his memory 
be erected in Trinity Church, New- 
York. 

Since these appropriations, certain 
questions have been raised on the sub- 
ject of this bequest, and the Board of 
Managers have deemed it prudent to 
intrust the matter to a Special Com- 
mittee, who have taken legal opinions ; 
which, with their report, are here added. 

( To be continued. ) 


——— ———_ +2 


Abstract of the Proceeding 3 of the Bi- 
shops, ‘Clergy, and Laity, of the 
Protestant epiecenes Church in the 
United States of America, in a Spe- 
cial General Convention, held in St. 
Peter’s Church, in the City of Phi- 
Jadelphia, from October 30th to No- 
vember 3d, inclusive, A. D. 1821. 

(Continued from page 48.) 


Tne following report of the Trus- 
tees of the Theological Seminary was 
read :— 

The Comniittee appointed by the 
Beard of Trustees of the Theological 
Seminary, to prepare a “ report of the 
proce edings of the Bo: rd, and of the 
state of the Seminary,” > and lay the 
same before the General Convention, 
beg leave respectfully to offer the fol- 
lowing statement :— 

The Board of Trustees met at New- 
Haven, on the 15th day of July, 1820, 
and pursuant to the powers vested in 
them by the General Convention, pro- 
ceeded to form a plan for the organiza- 
tion of the Seminary. A copy of this 
plan is herewith presented to the Con- 
vention. 

On the 7th of September, 1820, the 
Seminary was pubticly opened, with an 
inaugural discourse by the Rev. Pro- 
fessor Turner. Ten students presented 
themselves at the opening of the insti- 
tution, and four others joined it in the 
eourse of the first session. ‘T'wo of 
these were obliged to retire before the 
close of the session, on account of ill 


health, and another obtained leave of 


absence, and has not since returned. 
Puring the seeond session, which 


terminated in July last, there was an 
accession of seven new students, though 
one of the former number was obliged 
to leave the institution early in the ses- 
sion, on account of ill health. Since the 
close of the session, two of the students 
who had speat a year in the institution, 
and had been for two years previous 
engaged in their theological studies, 
have been admitted to the holy ordex 
of Deacons, 

During the present session, which 
commenced in September, seven new 
students have entered the Seminary 3 
so that, at present, the institution num- 
bers twenty-two pupils. The follow- 
ing is an alphabetical list of the names 
of all who have entered the institution, 
and of the diocesses from which they 
came. 

From Connecticut, David Botsford ;* 
New-Hampshire, Franceway R. Cos; 
sit;t New-York, Augustus L. Con- 
verse; New-Jersey, Robert C roes$ 
V ermont, Palmer ‘Dy er; New-York, 
Manton Eastbura; ; Connecticut, John 
M. Garieiid,t Bennet Gloyer,* Richard 
Haughton,§ Lemuel Hull, Edward 
ives, William Jarvis; New-Y ork, 
William L. Johnson, Samuel R. John: 
son, Isaac Low; Pennsylvania, Henry 
M. Mason, Samuel Marks, Matthew 
Matthews; Virginia, Sylvester Nash > 
Connecticut, Seth B. Paddock ; Massa- 
chusetts, William Potter ; South-Caro- 
lina, Francis Rutledge; ;) Connecticut, 
William Shelton ; ; Mary land, F rederick 
Schroeder ; South- -Carolina, Martin 
Snell, Edw ard T homas ; Pennsylvania, 
Peter Van Pelt, jun.;\ New-York, J 
Lawrence ¥vonet. 

The course of studies pursued by 
the students has been conformable to 
that prescribed by the House of Bi- 
shops. ‘T’he progress which they have 
made in this course will be seen by the 
following extracts from the reports of 
the Professor :— | 

* During the first session,” he says, 
“ the pupils of the institution have pur- 





* Admitted to Orders. 

7 Had leave of absence, and has not re 
turned. 

+ Not a regular student, being engaged 
in teaching a school. 

§ Left the mstitution on aecconnt of i! 
health 
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sued the following course of studies :-— 
‘The criticism of the Greek and Hebrew 
‘texts, comprehending accounts of the 
‘ynost important versions and editions of 
ithe Bible, together with discussions on 
the vowel points, targums, talmuds, &c. 
—all these parts of Jewish antiquities 
which tend to illustrate the Pentateuch 
—the Pentateuch itself, which has been 
caretully read in the Septuagint versien, 
and compared with the Hebrew text; 
ihe variations having been, in general, 
pointed out, and, where it was found 
practicable, accounted for. Besides 
various commentators and crities, the 
works of Marsh, Prideaux, Gray, and 
dennings, have beenused as text-books. 
In addition to these studies, some of the 


‘pupils have read Pearson on the Creed. 


‘heir wish to pursue systematic theo- 
logy, at this time, was acceeded to, 
from the consideration that they had 
been pursuing studies in divinity be- 
tween one andtwo years before they 
entered the Seminary.” 

At the close of the second session, 
the Professor reports as follows :— 
“ The historical books of the Old 'Tes- 
tament, from Joshua to Estherinelusive, 
have been examined, and the more im- 
portant difiiculties carefully considered. 
The canonical authority of the different 
works has been investigated, Gray’s 
Key having been used as a text-book ; 
the impertections of which I have ai- 
tempted to supply by a reference to 
other authorities, and principally to the 
very valuable work of Carpzov. When 
the students had advanced to the period 
where Prideaux commences his usetul 
Connection, this work was used, and 
the first part of it has been studied by 
them with attention. ‘Thus the history 


has been brought down to the time of. 


Simon the Just, when, according to the 
Jews, the canon of the Old ‘Testament 
was completely settled. 
points of difference between Prideaux 
in his account of the Assyrian empire, 


and others who prefer the authority of 


Herodotus to that of Ctesias, and parti- 
cularly between him and Dr. Hales, 
have been made known to the students. 
Some notice, although not very con- 
siderable, has also been taken of the 
book of Job, and of the Psalms. In the 
New Testament, the four gospels, in 


The chief 


General Convention. | tir 


Greek, have been the subjett of study 
—Greisbach’s edition having been used 
as the text, and Schleusner principally 
as the lexicographer. Besides the com- 
mentators recommended in the pre- 
scribed course, other critics have been 
used, among whom Middleton, whose 
work on the article corrects so ably 
many of the errors of Wakefield, holds 
a conspicuous rank. The first three 
Evangelists were reviewed, and St. 
John’ s Gospel readin Archbishop New- 
come’s Greek Harmony. The autho- 
rity of each gospel has been examined, 
and particular attention has been paid 
to certain parts, the authenticity of 
which has by some been doubted on in- 
sufficient grounds. The work of Dr. 
Campbell has been used by the pupils, 
and his first six dissertations have been 
made the subject of study and recita- 
tion.” 

The Professor continues—and the 
observation applies equally to the pre- 
eeding, and to the present session— 
“It has been my endeavour to accom- 
pany the exercises with such remarks 
as appeared beneficial, and once a 
week a written lecture, on some sub- 
ject connected with the course of stu 
dies, has been delivered.” 

It may be proper to add, that all the 
students have attended the instructions 
of the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, 
one day in each week, in the depart- 
ment of pulpit eloyuence, and the com- 
position of sermons, and: that he has 
given these instructions gratuitously. 

At the close of each session, public 
examinations have been held, in the 
presence of the Trustees and the Cler- 
gy. On these occasions the students 
have acquitted themselves in such a 
manner as to meet the approbation of 
the Board of ‘Trustees, who have also 
expressed their sense of the ability, 
fidelity, and zeal of the Rev. Professor. 

At the annual meeting of the Trus- 


tees, held at New-Haven, the 24th of 


Juty last, the necessity of an additionaa 
professor became su apparent, that the 
Board were induced to take measures 
to effect so desirable an object. They 
accordingly resolved to epen a sub- 
scription, by which each subscriber 
should become responsible for $50 per 
annum, fox the term of three years, for 
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the purpose of supporting a Professor 
of systematic theelogy. The salary 
was to be fixed at $1000 a year; and 
if more than that sum should be sub- 
scribed, the surplus was to be devoted 
towards the support of the present Pro- 
fessor. ‘Thirteen subscriptions were 
immediately obtained from the persons 
present; and the Trustees were so fully 
confident that the requisite sum would 
be made up, that they appointed the 
Rev. Bird Wilson to the Professorship. 
As this gentleman has not yet accepted 
the appointment, the matter rests till 
his determination shall be communi- 
cated to the Board of Trustees. 

from the approbation with which 
this plan of support has been received, 
there is but little doubt that a sum can 
be obtained in this way, equal to the 
temporary support of two professors ; 
while the money obtained in other 
ways may be expected to accumulate 
to such a fund, before the temporary 
support shall fail, as to render it no 
longer necessary. 

Immediately on the organization of 
the Seminary, it became a primary ob- 
ject of the Board of ‘Trustees to make 
arrangements for obtaining the requi- 
site funds for its support and endow- 
ment. ‘This must, of necessity, bea 
gradual and progressive work. ‘The 
resolutions passed by the Board on this 
subject may be seen in the appendix to 
the “ Plan of the Seminary,” page 20. 
Some progress has already been made 
towards carrying this object into effect 5 
enough, indeed, to show that the Semi- 
nary meets the general approbation of 
the Church, and will receive a liberal 
patronage; and to warrant the Trus- 
tees in saying, that if the objects of the 
General Convention, in the establish- 
ment of it, should by any means be de- 
feated, it will not be from any imprac- 
ticability of obtaining the necessary 
tunds tor its support. 

At the period, however, when the 
measures In progress for obtaining sub- 
scriptions were, by the arrangements 
made, to have become general through- 
out the Union, the legacy of the late 
Mr. Sherred, for the advancement of 
theological learning, became known to 
the public. This circumstance has 
had the eflect of suspending all further 


efforts till the intention of the General 
Convention in relation to it shall be 
expressed. What has already been 
done in the several dioceses may be 
estimated from the following view :— 

South-Carolina.—This diocess took. 
an early interest in the cause of a Ge- 
neral ‘Theological Seminary, and gave 
a proof of that interest in the liberal 
subscriptions obtained there in the 
year 1818. The sum of $1675, of 
this subscription, remained due when 
the institution was removed from New- 
York to New-Haven. This sum, (with 
the exception of $25) the agent there 
informs the ‘Trustees, will be collected 
without difficulty. Two hundred and 
ten dollars has been added by new 
subscribers, and of the whole sum, 
$710 has already been collected and 
forwarded to the Treasurer. The 
ladies of South-Carolina have also 
raised a further sum of $2000 for the 
purpose of founding a scholarship, to 
take the name of the late Bishop of that 
diocess. 

The friends of the institution have 
thought it best to defer any further or 
general effort to obtain subscriptions 
till the ensuing winter. 

North-Carolina.—North-Carolina, 
which has but within a few years as- 
sumed the rank of a diocess, has mani- 
festeda distinguished zeal and liberality 
in the cause of the Seminary. Nearly 
$ 10,000 has already been subscribed 
in this diocess towards the endowment 
of a Professorship. ‘The subscriptions 
are payable in five annual instalments, 
commencing the first of May last, with 
the condition that till the whole sum is 
subscribed, the interest of the monies ir 
the hands of the Trustees of the fund 
shall be devoted to the support of the 
necessitous students in the Seminary, 
The principal agent in procuring these 
subscriptions assures the Board oi 
Trustees, that he has the fullest confi- 
dence that the remainder of the sum 
necessary to constitute the Professor- 
ship, will be subscribed within a rea- 
sonable period. 

Virginia.—In the year 1818, there 
were subscriptions obtained in this dio- 
cess, for the general Seminary, to the 
amount of more than $1400; about 
$1200 of which remained unpaid 











ee en UeelCUelC CU Be ee 


a Baw 


ee. - 











April, 1822.] 


when the institution was transferred to 
New-Haven. During the last winter 
an agent was appointed to visit this 
State, for the purpose of collecting these 
subscriptions, and soliciting further 
patronage, but the depression of the 
times deterred him from prosecuting 
diis object. He collected little more 
4han $100 of the former subscriptions, 
and obtained other subscriptions to the 
amount of about $300, chiefly in the 
District of Columbia. 

Maryland.—-A public meeting of 
the Episcopalians was called at Balti- 
more, in this diocess, in January last, 
by the Trustees residing there. The 
Bishop presided, and warmly recom- 
mended the Seminary to the patronage 
of his diocess. The subject was 
taken up with much zeal, and a board 
of agents was appointed from among 
the most respectable citizens. But be- 
fore the time appointed for commenc- 
«ng the subscriptions, the bequest of the 
late Mr. Sherred became known, and 
it was determined to postpone tlie col- 
lections to the present autumn. The 
liberal spirit with which the subject has 
deen met in this diocess, affords a 
pledge that whenever the subscription 
books shall be opened there, no reason- 
able expectations of the Church will be 
disappointed. 

Pennsylvania.—A meeting of the 
friends of the Seminary had also taken 
place at Philadelphia, previous to the 
mecting at Baltimore, on the call of the 
Bishop and other Trustees residing in 
Pennsylvania. A board of agents was 
appointed, which was subsequently 
divided into four committees, for the 
purpose of soliciting subscriptions. 
Only one of these committees has yet 
acted to any extent: the others thought 
it expedient to defer acting till the pre- 
sent autumn. ‘The sum actually ob- 
tained by this board is understood to be 
about $1260. The ladies of Philadel- 
phia took an early interest in the pros- 
perity of the Seminary, and originated a 
subscription for the purpose of founding 
a scholarsiip, to take the name of the 
present venerable Bishop of the diocess. 
More than $1500 were raised and in- 
vested for this object some months ago, 
and it is understood that nearly the 
whole amount is now raised, 
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New-Jersey.—No efforts have yet 
been made to obtain subscriptions in 
this diocess. One gentleman has mas 
nifested his good will towards the Semi- 
nary by a donation of $20, and ano- 
ther has contributed $10. 

New-York.—A board of agents has 
been constituted in this diocess, but 
owing to peculiar circumstances, they 
have not yet thought it expedient to 
make any considerable effort to obtain 
subscriptions. For themselves, they 
have subscribed with great liberality, 
and they have also collected a few 
subscriptions from their friends— 
chiefly among those who had sub- 
scribed while the institution was at 
New-York. In this way, upwards of 
$ 3,200 have been obtained, exclusive 
of $1,175 subscribed out of the city, 
the greater part of which has been paid 
directly to the Treasurer. Several 
gentlemen in this diecess have contri- 
buted liberally towards the establish- 
ment of a Theological Library; and 
the value of the books transmitted from 
the city of New-York, cannot be esti- 
mated at less than $3,000. 

Connecticut.—Arrangements have 
been commenced in this diocess to en- 
dow a Professorship, to take the name 
of the first Bishop of the diocess. 
Agents were appointed to collect sub- 
scriptions for this object, during the 
last winter, but owing to the indisposi- 
tion of one of them, and sickness in 
the family of another, the business was 
delayed till spring. When this period 
arrived, the fact of Mr. Sherred’s be- 
quest became public, and it was thought 
proper, under such circumstances, to 
deter collections till the intention of the 
General Convention should be de- 
clared. One gentleman had subscribed 
$ 1,000 towards the Professorship, and 
had aided in obtaining about $700 
more in his immediate vicinity. Four 
other gentlemen had tendered $500 
each. From the knowledge which the 
committee possess, they feel confident 
in assuring the Convention, that if the 
institution should remain where it now 
is, the sum necessary to constitute the 
Professorship will be made up in this 
diocess, within a reasonable period. 

Massachusetts.—An agent was ap- 
pointed to yisit Boston during the last 
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spring, Who obtained subscriptions 
there to the amount of $1,815— 
$1,715 of which have been paid. 
Besides this sum, a generous individual 
made a proffer of $ 1,500—the interest 
to be paid semi-annually, till the dona- 
tion shall be paid into the hands of the 
Treasurer. Another individaal has 
promised a donation of $1,000. The 
4gent being unable to prolong his stay 
in Boston, the business was undertaken 
by a committee there, but from which 
no report has yet been received. 

No application has yet been made 
tor subscriptions in the other parts of 
the eastern diecess, though assurances 
of patronage have been given, when- 
ever the effort shall be made, 


RecariTuLa'vion. 


sums promised or subscribed since the 
removal, 

South-Carolina $3,810; North-Ca- 
rolina (about) $10,000; Virginia 
{about) § 400; Maryland and Dela- 
ware, no application; Pennsylvania 
$3,060; New-York $4,375; New- 
Jersey, no application, $30; Connec- 
ticut $3,700; Massachusetts $4,515; 
Vermont, New-Hampshire, Rhode- 
Island, and Maine, no application: 
Value of the Library, say $4,090; 
Funds when removed $ 3,700—in all, 
$37,390 

Only a small proportion of the above 
funds has yeg§ come into the hands of 
the Treasurer. A part has been in- 
vested by agents abroad—-some re- 
mains in the hands of agents; and 
there must be a trifling deduction for 
the expenses of agents. It results, 
therefore, that the Convention must 
seek for a just estimate of the funds of 
the institution in the foregoing state- 
ment at large, and notin the account 
of the Treasurer. The following re- 
port of his receipts and expenditures 
was presented to the Board of ‘Trus- 
tees, at their annual meeting in July 
last. 

“ A summary statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the Trea- 
surer of the Episcopal Theolocical 
Seminary, from September 8, 1820, to 
July 26, 1821. 

“ Amount received applicable to 
“usrént expenses; eonsisting of sundry 
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subscriptions, interest, and dividends 
on stock, $ 2,435 15; amount received 
on account of Massachusetts Professor- 
ship $800; amount received on ac- 
count of Seabury Professorship § 110 
——in all, $3,345 15. 

6 Disbursements, viz.—Paid the Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis balance of salary $1,000; 
paid Professor Turner on account of 
salary $900; paid sundry bills for 
rent of rooms, furniture, stationary, 
printing, &c. $351 74; paid for ten 
shares Eagle Bank $1,000; balance 
in treasury, $93 41—in all $ 3,345 
15 cents. 

“Of the aforesaid balance there is 
applicable to current expenses $83 
41; Seabury Professorship §10—in 
all, $93 41. 

“Of the aforesaid ten shares in Ea- 
gle Bank, eight belong to the Massa- 
chusetts Professorship S$ 500; one to 
Seabury Professorship $ 100 ; "and one 
to the General Fund § 100—in all. 
$ 1000. 

(Signed) “ Cranves Dennison, 
Treasurer 
« New-Haven, July 26, 1821.” 


No express provision was made by 
the last Convention for the formation 
of a Theological Library, but the Trus- 
tees are happy to report that a valua- 
ble foundation has already been laid 
for one, which it is hoped may soon be 
commensurate with the wants of the 
institution. ‘This has been chiefly et- 
fected by the liberality of a few indi- 
viduals. A few books, for which there 
was a pressing necessity, have been 
purchased from the donation of a gen- 
tleman, who directed that it might be 
subject to such an expenditure. The 
library of the institution consists, at 
present, of more than 900 volumes— 
upwards of 300 of which are folios, 
and many of the books extremely rare 
and valuable. This is exclusive of a 
valuable collection of theological books 
deposited for the use of the students by 
a gentleman of Connecticut. 

The Legislature of Connecticut has 
passed an act, upon the petition of the 
Trustees of the Seminary, by which 
the institution is incorporated within 
that state, upon the same principles on 
which it was established by the Con- 
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vention, and with leave to hold funds 
to the amount of $200,000. 

If concluding this report, the com- 
mittee beg leave to express their hopes 
that the course which has been pursued 
by the Board of Trustees may meet the 
approbation of the Convention, and 
that the progress and present state of 
the Seminary may not be thought to 
have come short of the expectations 
which were entertained at the time of 
its establishment at New-Haven. 

By the Committee. 

Tuomas C. Browneui, Chairman. 

Harry Croswe.., Secretary. 


The above communication, from the 
Presiding Bishop, and the report of the 
Trustees of the Seminary, were refer- 
red to a Committee of both Houses, 
consisting of the Right Rev. John H. 
Hobart, D. D. and the Right Rev, 
James Kemp, D. D. on the part of the 
House of Bishops, and Duncan Camer- 
on, Esq. Richard Harison, Esq. Col. 
Alexander Jones, the Rev. Daniel Bur- 
hans, the Rev. David Butler, the Rev. 
Charles H. Wharton, D. D. and the 
Rev. Christopher E, Gadsden, D. D. 
on the part of the House of Clerical 
and Lay Deputies, who reported to 
their respective constituents the Con- 
stitution of the Theological Seminary, 
printed in page 382 of our last volume, 
which was adopted by the Convention. 
(To be continued. ) 





‘Third Annual Report of the Standing 
Committee of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Missionary Society in Charles- 
ton, South-Carolina, composed of 
young men and others. 


In presenting this their annual re- 
port, the Standing Comiittee feel it a 
duty and pleasure to acknowledge, with 
devout thankfulness, the goodness of 
divine Providence in conducting their 
Society to its third anniversary, and 
they do this not without the recollec- 
‘ion, that the existence of the Society 
implies a continued, and they would 
hope, am increasing attachment to 
those benevolent and religious princi- 
ples, under the influence of which it 
was instituted. It is not to be sup- 
posed, that a Society in its infancy, and 
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composed ef young men _ principally, 
should have been able to make great 
exertions in that holy cause, for the ad- 
vancement of which they are pledged 
to co-operate. We have not the silver 
and the gold which we would joyfully 
pour into the treasury of our Lord. We 
have not yet been able to awaken the 
liberality of our opulent friends and 
fellow Christians. We have no large 
permanent fund accumulated by the in- 
dustry, and husbanded by the prudence 
and foresight of our predecessors, with 
which we might now begin to build up 
the city of our Ged. 

But we trust we may be permitted te 
say, (and we do so not without a cop- 
sciousness, that the great purpose for 
which we are associated, might justly 
claim of us far greater zeal and activity 
than we have hitherto bestowed upon 
it,) that with our very limited resources 
we have done what we could. To the 
increase of these resources, the atten~ 
tion of the Board has been chiefly di- 
rected during the past year. With the 
view of expediting the collection of the 
arrearages, and at the same time of 
saving to the Society the expense of 
collection, the members of the Com- 
mittee resolved to act as collectors for 
a limited time, and two other collec- 
tors have since been appointed, by 
which measures the friends of the So- 
ciety are impressively reminded of 
their duty, to be punctual in the dis- 
charge of their obligations to it; and of 
the propriety of exempting the Society 
from the expense of collection, and 
their Treasurer, whose services are 
purely gratuitous, from this additionai 
trouble. In conformity with a request 
of the Society made at their last anni- 
versary, the Board have respectfully 
requested the Bishop to “ provide that 
a sermon be preached, and a collec- 
tion made at such time and place as he 
may think proper,” in aid of the funds 
of the Society. For the farther in- 
crease of the same, as a third mcasure, 
the Board requested the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, in March last, to trans- 
mit to the clergy of our Church within 
this diocess copies of the annual re- 
pert, and to solicit them “to make ex- 
ertions to advance the interests of the 
Seciety.”? Previous te the adoption ¢! 
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this measure, and indeed it was not im- 
probably suggested by the successful 
zeal of that gentleman, the Board had 
the satisfaction to receive from the 
Rev. Mr. Chanler, of St. Mark’s 
Church, Clarendon, the sun of fifty- 
nine dollars, and the names of twenty- 
two annual subscribers, obtained by 
his exertions, and chiefly in his own 
parish, which, though among the least 
populous in the diocess, has taken a 
Station among the chief patrons of our 
Seciety, and exhibited an example 
which, it is hoped and believed, will 
not be without a salutary effect. They 
have also the pleasure to record among 
the benefactors to thé Society, the 
name of another gentleman, a member 
of the Standing Committee, Mr. Jacob 
Rapelye, who has recently made the 
appropriate donation of twenty-five 
bibles ; and that of Master W. C. 
Clarkson, jun. who added to his stated 
annual subseription, the gift of five 
dollars. The Board embrace this op- 
portunity to express a wish, that an ad- 
ditional number of the young of both 
sexes might be enrolled among the 
members of the Society, not merely as 
2 means of revenue, but as adapted to 
cultivate in the mind, while yet tender 
and comparatively unoccupied, an at- 
tachment to the principles of pure reli- 
gion, and a benevolent disposition, es- 
pecially in favour of those who are 
** without God and without hope ;” 
while at the same time, it may have the 


happy tendency ef inducing a habit of 


beneficence, which, both as it respects 
the individual concerned and society at 
large, would be a most precious acqui- 
sition. It is gratifying to mention, that 
the names of several children, some in 
infancy, have been already placed on 
eur books. There are at present in 
the Society 204 members, and of these 
28 were added during the year past. 
While we reflect, with some surprise 
and regret, that this Society has not in- 
ereased in just proportion to the num- 
ler of young men and others who 
might be reasonably expected to avail 
themselves of its privileges, considering 
that the annual contribution has been 
placed on a level with the means of so 
many, we have to record, and we do so 
with still greater surprise and regret, 


that eleven persons have withdrawn 
their assistance from the great work ot 
benevolence, which so affectingly in- 
vites the united efforts of the Christian 
community. We will not dismiss the 
hope, that, at some future period, these 
our friends will find it convenient again 
to associate themselves with us; or 
neglect the opportunity to remark, that 
if their withdrawal has been occasioned 
by the opinion that the resources of the 
Society are sufficient, or that there are 
other purposes of benevolence, whose 
claims are of a more imperious nature, 
the subject is entitled to a serious and 
patient reconsideration. 

The Society have to lament the re- 
moval by death of one of their mem- 
bers, with whose name* will naturally 
be connected the grateful recotlection, 
that he cheerfully gave to his young 
fellow Christians the influence of his 
well-merited reputation, and the en- 
couragement of his venerable approba- 
tion. 

The importance and the propriety of 
sending a Missionary to the newly ac- 
quired territory of Florida, at an early 
period suggested itself to the members 
of this Board, and the knowledge that 
several families attached to the Church, 
some from this city, had removed to 
St. Augustine, and expressed a wish 
that they and their children might par- 
ticipate in those religious advantages 
to which they had been accustomed, as 
well as the facility of intercourse be- 
tween this city and St. Augustine, (a 
point which it was necessary to regard, 
considering the state of our funds,) in- 
duced the Board, in August last, to in- 
vite the Rev. Mr. Fowler to undertake 
a mission to that place for the term of 
two months. 

But even for this mission, the least 
expensive of any which could have 
been instituted, and the duration of 
which was so short, the Board could 
not have proposed a suitable compen- 
sation, had they not been assisted by 
some persons, communicants of out 
Church, on whose liberality religion 
and charity have made frequent and 
auple drafts. Their praise is or ought 
to be in all the churches. But they 
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have a Satisfaction which their fellow- 
men could not give or take away. 
* The bird in their bosom sings sweet- 
ly.” Their memorial is on high. 
‘Their reward is in heaven.* 

“It is not in mortals to command 
success.” The mission to St. Auguse 
tine has in a great measure failed of its 
expected eflect, in consequence of the 
pestilence which prevailed there during 
the autumn. Many of the inhabitants 
abandoned the place. Most of those 
who remained were occupied with the 
sick, or confined themselves to their 
houses to avoid infection. Still we 
trust that some good seed has been 
planted, which in due season will 
spring up. And when we recollect the 
pure delight which warms the parental 
bosom, in dedicating her child to God 
in the sacrament of baptism, and the 
privileges which that Christian ordi- 
nance confers; and the consolation af- 
forded to the sick and the dying by the 
voice of the minister of the Gospel, as 
well as the deep impressions which his 
instructions are calculated to make 
when enforced by the associations of a 
death-bed scene, we do not hesitate to 
maintain that the late mission to Fleri- 
da has not been altogetlier in vain. 

for further information, there are 
subjoined extracts from the letter of the 
Missionary. 

« When we came to the quarantine, 
the. port physician boarded us, and 
informed us, as the pilots had previous- 
ly done, that a malignant fever was 
raging to a very violent degree on 
shere, and that two or three persons 





* Among those who assisted our Society in 
this mission, particular mention ought also to 
be made of an association of young ladies, form- 
ed for the purpuse of mutual improvement, in 
the pursuit of which they have not been un- 
yuindful of the temporal ane spiritual wants of 
their fellow creatures. Atesch mecting, while 
one reads sloud some instructive book, the rest 
are at work, and the proceeds of their manual 
skill are placed in a charity box for such ocea- 
sions aS May present a claim on their attention. 
It is thus that the mind, the heart, and the hands 
are at the same time exercised, and the accom. 
plishments of knowledge, industry, and benefi- 
cence successfully and most agreeably cultivit- 
ed. Our Society indulges a hope that it will 
continue to enjoy the favour of this excellent 
association, and they consider it no small ho- 
nour and encouragement that they have been 
deemed worthy ¢ of its bounty, and 2dmitte d te 
parteke of its skill and iarlustry. 
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died inaday. He also informed us, 
that there had been two or three cases 
that morning, and the inhabitants were 
much alarmed. 

“ T landed about four o'clock P. M. 
and was met by most of the respectable 
citizens of the place, who affectionately 
congratulated me on my safe arrival, 
and welcomed me thither. ‘The same 
evening, both the Governor and Mayon 
waited on me, and expressed their sa- 
tisfaction at my arrival. 

* Every person with whom I spoke 
expressed his happiness in having a 
Clergyman to visit them. 

“ The next morning after I arrived, 
T began to visit the people, espe cially 
the sick; [continued to do so while I 
was there, and was well received by the 
citizens of all denpminations, and pars 
ticularly so by the Spaniards. I offi- 
ciated six times in the old government 
house, baptized six children, and at- 
tended several funerals, and catechised 
four children. Many others were pre- 
paring themselves to say the catechism, 
and had it not been for the sickness, | 
should have catechised and baptized 
more. 

“There are two lots of ground which 
are said to have belonged to the Church 
of England, and the people had just 
begun to raise a subscription for a mi- 
nister’s salary as the sickness com- 
menced. My labours ought to be fol- 
lowed up as soon as possible. I distri- 
buted some Prayer Books given me for 
that purpose by two benevolent ladies 
of this city. And I gave away many 
pamphlets of my own, as 1 found they 
were wanted. 

“ T pray to God to biess your pious 
endeavours to spread the Gospel of the 
dear Redeemer among mankind; and 
to grant that many yet unborn may 
rise up and experience the comforts of 
your benevolence.” 

In recurring to the events of the 
past year, the Board deem it expe- 
dient to express their regret, that the 
monthly mectings of the Standing 
Committee, at which the business of 
the Society is transacted, should, on 
four occasions, have failed for want ofa 
quorum; and it is still with greater res 
gret they have been led to notice, by 
that useful review of the past to which 
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they have been called, that one of the 
two general meetings, by which alone 
the life and spirit of the institution can 
be preserved, should also have failed. 
These failures are probably to be attri- 
buted to the opinion, that there was no 
business of importance claiming atten- 
tion ; but it should be recollected, that 
itis the design of the meetings to invite 
the members unitedly to contemplate 
the interesting purposes for which they 
have associated ; and by friendly inter- 
change of sentiment,to endeavour to as- 
certain the methods by which these 
purposes may be best promoted. 

Into the Missionary field, a field of 
boundless extent, in which so many 
difficulties are to be encountered, the 
Provesiant Episcopal Society, com- 
posed of young Men and others, have 
entered with much diffidence, and they 
do not hesitate candidly to admit that 
they have done little, much less indeed 
than they expected, with the assistance 
of a Christian community, under the 
blessing of Providence, to have effected. 
But they teel a cheering confidence that 
their Society is planted in a good soil ; 
that it will not want uman culture; 
that the dews of heaven will visit it; 
and, though it be now as a grain of 
mustard seed, which is less than the 
least of all seeds, yet, in due season, if 
we faint not, it shall become as a 
mighty tree, under whose shadow, like 
“* the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
tand,” many shall be refreshed, and 
whose leaves may yet be scattered far 
and wide for the healing of .he nations. 
To borrow a figure from science, we 
do hope that a heat has been kindled, 
which, though it may now be latent, 
will, in due time, develope itself, and 
pass from bosom to bosom, and from 
country to country. 

The example of the elder Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina, in whose bright path 
we proless to have entered, has not been 
in vain as it respects ourselves,and the 
members of eur communion in various 
parts of our country; and why may we 
not indulve the bepe that our example 
will have a salutary influence in this 
and other communities? Having ad- 
verted to this excellent Society, we are 
naturally led to remark the beautiful 


harmony which subsists between our 
humble labours and those of kindred 
institutions. 

The propagation of the Gospel was 
attempted, in the first instance, at 
home, within our own state. ‘T'o ad- 
vance Christianity ix South-Carolina 
was the undivided object of the first 
Society. Considerable progress hav- 
ing been made in this work, our So- 
ciety, formed by a succeeding genera- 
tion, determined to co-operate with 
their fathers, and to enlarge the sphere 
of missionary operations, having more 
particularly in view the destitue condi- 
tion of the neighbouring south-western 
states. A third Society, instituted by 
the last General Convention, enters a 
more extended field, that of the United 
States in general, and, as circumstances 
will admit, of foreign countries, more 
particularly of the pagan nations. It 
will be perceived, that these institutions 
have a common object, that they are as 
streams successively issuing from the 
one fountain of Christian benevolence. 
May they flow with a rapid current, 
and swell more and more, hastening 
the period which every believer must 
anxiously anticipate, when the know- 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the eartly 
as the waters do the sea. Let each 
member of our Church, according to 
his ability, unite himself to one or te 
all of these associations. 

In conclusion, the Standing Com- 
mittee would encourage themselves, 
and their fellow members, by the im- 
portant consideration, that it is the 
cause of humanity and of heaven in 
which they are enlisted. A cause in 
which the immortal soul is concerned, 
may well claim the carnest prayers, 
and the best energies of mankind. To 
propagate the Gospel, tle best men of 
various ages, of whom the world was 
not worthy, have freely shed theiv 
blood. It was the same cause which 
awakened the sympathy of the blessed 
angels on that morning, when the Stas 
of Bethlehem shone on a benighted 
world. With this, the divine mind has 
condescended to be engaged from the 
beginning of time, and it will never 
cease to be an object of interest to that 
supreme intelligence, until time shall 
be no longer. It was for this caus: 





- 








t 


> ~~ oh OF 


lk, oo 6m 





- we GCP? Ww ys “SS ow ™ 


rerwr".w 


- we | 





- 





April, 1822.] Report of the New-York Bible and €. Prayer Book Society. 119 


that the Son of God took upon him our 
human flesh, and submitted to death, 
even the death of the cross. Yes, let 
us not forget that our blessed Lord was 
the first Missionary, first in dignity, in 
labour, and in sufferings. And shall 
not mortal man count it his highest pri- 
vilege, to be permitted to contribute to 
a purpose of such unequalled import- 
ance, a purpose thus conseerated. 
Shail he enter upon this delightful duty 
with a mind preferring inferior con- 
cerns, with a freezing heart, and with 
languid exertions? Shall he be afraid 
of doing too much? Shall he not ra- 
cher be afraid of doing too little? 
In behalf of the Board. 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, 
President, ex officio. 


Officers of the Saciety for 18 
The Right Rev. Bishop Bowen D. D. 
ex officio, President; George B. Eck- 
hard, Corresponding Secretary: Ebe- 
nezer Thayer, jun. Recording Secre- 
tary; ‘Thomas ©. Marshall, Treasurer. 
Standing Committee.—Jehn W. 
Mitchell, Hugh P. Dawes, Samuel 
tlenwood, Edwin Gibbes, Maj. L. H. 
Kennedy, Archibald E. Miller, George 
W. Egleston, Jacob Rapelye, Thomas 
W. Bacot, jun. Thomas Gadsden. 








Fer the Christian Journal. 


Fwelfth Annual Report of the Bord of 
Managers of the New-York Bible 
and Common Pr ayer Book Society. 
Read at a meeting of the Society, 
in Trinity Church, Neze-York, on 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 1822, 


So lately as the commencement of 
the present century, it is believed, there 
was not in this diocess, nor, indeed, in 
any part of our country, a voluntary 
association of individuals, formed ona 
permanent basis, for the purpose of aid- 
ing the Church in promoting the great 
interests of the Gospel. ‘This seems 
the more surprising, as the experience 
of the mother church of England had, 
for more than a century, exhibited thie 
extensively beneficial influence which 
might thus be exercised. The vener- 
able Societies for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and for Propagating the 


Gospel in Foreign Parts, bad, during 
that period, been her most powerful 
auxiliaries, not only in advancing her 
interests, and the spiritual welfare of 
her children, at home ; but also in car- 
rying to far distant lands, and among 
them, to our own, the inestimable bene- 
fits of her communion. 

The Convention of this diocess had, 
indeed, in the year 1796, organized a 
Board under the title of the Committee 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church for 
Propagating the Gospel in the State of 
New-York; and from that time, this 
Committee has had in charge the dis- 
posal of the sums collected in the seve~ 
ral parishes for the support of Mission- 
aries. 

Jn 1802, the Corporation of Trinity 
Church, in this city, vested a liberad 
sum in a Board of ‘Trustees, denomi- 
nated the Protestant Episcopal Society 
for Promoting Religion and Learning 
in the State of New-York. ‘The pro 
ceeds of this endowment continue to be 
appropriated by the Society, in aid of 
the support of Missionaries, in the dis- 
tribution of religious books and tracts, 
in assisting young men in their prepa- 
ration for holy orders, and in other 
ways conducive to the interests and in- 
erease of the Church. 

It is obvious, however, that neither 
of the above mentiuned institutions, al- 
though of great and extensive utility, 
can be classed with voluntary associa- 
tions, supported by the contributions ot 
their members. The first establishment 
of that kind attempted in our diocess, 
and, it is believed, in the American 
Church, is that,in the business of whicl: 
we are now assembled. It was organiz- 
ed in the beginning of the year 1809. 
Since that time, and especially within 
the last six or seven years, the exam- 
ple has been very extensively followed. 
In all parts of the country, societies 
have been formed, and are still form- 
ing, by members of the Church, for the 
distribution of the Bible, the Book of 
Common Prayer, and approved reli- 
gious books and tracts; for the support 
of Missionaries; for aiding young men 
in their preparation for ‘holy orders ; 
for extending the benefits of gratuitous 
daily and Sunday instruction ; and for 
other objects connected wi ith the en- 
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Jargement and prosperity of the Church. 
It is believed that there is not now a 
diocess in the country, and hardly a 
parish in a diocess, in which the mem- 
bers of the Church are not directly or 
indirectly engaged in the support and 
nanagement of some such establish- 
ment. 

These institutions are recommended 
to our notice and regard from the two- 
fold consideration of the good they do, 
and of the manner in which they do 
it. 

It must be perfectly obvious that the 
vood done in the various modes above 
enumerated, must be of vast extent, and 
of infinite importanee. It is no less 
than promoting the glory of God, and 
the spiritual and eternal welfare of men; 
and in connexion with these, the best 
interests of society. 

But the manner in which this good 
is done presents also an object of pecu- 
liarly gratifying reflection. No truth 
is more obvieus on the face of Scrip- 
ture, than that the blessings of religion 
are appointed to be enjoyed by man in 
a holy community, where they are con- 
nected with each other by the bond of 
a common faith, acommon ministry, 
and common worship. ‘This commu- 
nity, styled the Church and Body of 
Christ, is represented as the established 
mean for conveying to individuals the 
spiritual and eternal blessings designed 
by the Gospel; and the appointed in- 
strument of its extension and preserva- 
tion in the world. And we esteem it 
the peculiar recommendation of the so- 
cieties we have noticed, that by recog- 
nizing, in their own establishment and 
operation, the same bond of faith, mi- 
nistry, and worship,—they do good in 
that evangelical and primitive way, 
which, while it promotes the great in- 
serests of the Gospel, fails not also to 
cherish and enforce that unity of faith 
and order, which the first Christians 
deemed essential to the religion they 
professed, which the Apostles strenu- 
ously urged, for which the Saviour 
prayed, and which are among the most 
prominent characteristics bf tie Church 
jor which he shed his blood. 

In accomplishing the good purposes 
designed by its establishment, this soci- 
aty bas, through the divine blegsme, 


been enabled, since its institution, to 
raise a permanent fund of $5,348 35; 
to expend, in the immediate prosecu- 
tion of its objects, nearly $4,500; to 
procure, in addition to the expenditure 
just mentioned, a handsome set of ste- 
reotype plates of the Book of Common 
Prayer; and to distribute, principally 
gratuitously, 3,195 copies of the Bible, 
500 of the New Testament, and 6151 
of the Book of Common Prayer; mak- 
ing an aggregate of 9,846 volumes. Of 
these, 229 Bibles, and 490 small Prayer 
Books have been gratuitously distribut- 
ed, and 176 octavo Prayer Books from 
the Society’s plates, been delivered to 
members, on the ternis of the Society, 
within the past year. 

The Board, at a late meeting, appro 
priated $ 600 for procuring Bibles and 
Prayer Books for distribution during 
the ensuing year. 

in this way, we may humbly hope 
that we have been instrymental in do- 
ing some good to the Church, and 
through that, to the religion of the Re- 
deemer. It is impossible to say how 
far the distribution of these books may 
have gone in bringing sinners to re- 
pentance ; in reclaiming the erroneous, 
and confirming the wavering, in the 
faith; in guiding men in the pleasant 
ways and peaceful paths of the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lords 
bringing them, in his own appointed 
Way, into covenant with God; and 
thus forwarding them, through the mili- 
tant, towards the triumphant state of 
his holy Church. 

But extensive as we may hope that 
this good has been, we cannot suppress 
the confidence that it might and ought 
to have been greater. When we con- 
sider what portion of the wealth of the 
community is possessed by the mem- 
bers of our Church, and her peculiar 
advantages as a mean of promoting the 
great interests of religion, we would 
naturally expect that her institutions 
would be foremost in extent of opera- 
tion, among those designed to benefit 
the cause of the Gospel. Certain we 
are that her members cannot better em- 
ploy their ability to promote that great 
and glorious cause, than by enabling 
her to extend more widely the sancti- 
fying and saving in@nences of her pri 
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mitive and evangelical doctrines, order, 
and worship. 

With this view, we cannot but re- 
gard with the most lively interest, every 
facility which she receives, in advanc- 
ing, in any way, the great cause which 
she has in charge. It gives us, there- 
fore, most heartfelt satisfaction to ad- 
vert to the distinguished instance of in- 
dividual liberality which, since our last 
meeting, has gladdened the hearts of 
the true friends of the Church, and con- 
——- to the perpetual affectionate 
remembrance of her sons, the name of 
Jacos Suerrep. The effect of his mu- 
nificence in the permanent location of 
the General Theological Seminary of 
our Church, where peculiar facilities are 
afforded to the promotion of its objects, 
and in its establishment upon princi- 
ples best calculated to insure its har- 
monious and successful operation,—we 
also esteem a subject of sincere felici- 
tation. 

To the name of this revered bene- 
factor, it is our privilege to add that of 
another, who, devoutly attached to the 
Church in life, did not, in death, forget 
it. Mrs. Saran Starrin, long a pat- 
tern of walking in the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord, has set her 
seal to the sincerity of her desire for 
the diffusion, through the Church, of 
the inestimable blessings of religion, by 
a liberal bequest to that high and im- 
portant object. 

Such instances of beneficence cannot 
but warm the Christian heart with gra- 
titude and admiration; and must be 
viewed by the true patriot, and enlight- 
ened statesman, as the best evidences 
of love of country; inasmuch as they 
tend todiffuse that religion which forms 
the most upright magistrates, the most 
faithful citizens, and the best members 
of society. Let them encourage us in 
the sphere of usefulness which has fallen 
to our lot; and excite our hopes, and 
warm our prayers, that our labour may 
not be in vain in the Lord. 


Signed by order of the Board, 
J.H. HOBART, President. 
Attest, 
Bensamin T. OnpDERDONK, Sec’ry. 


New-York, Ash-Wednesday, 2 
Feb. 20, 1822. 
Vou. VI. 


The above report having been read, 
was accepted, and ordered to be print- 
ed. ‘The Society then proceeded to 
elect ten laymen to be associated with 
the Bishop of the diocess, and the Cler- 
gy of the city, as a Board of Managers 
for the ensuing year. The following 
gentlemen were chosen : 

MatthewClarkson, John Onderdonk, 
John Slidell, Henry Rogers, George 
Dominick, Gulian Ludlow, Isaac Ca- 
row, Richard Whiley, Henry M‘Far- 
lan, Richard Platt. 

At a meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers,on Friday, March 1,the Rev. Ben- 
jamin T. Onderdonk was chosen Secre- 
tary, Mr. Gulian Ludlow, Treasurer, 
and Mr. Henry M‘Farlan, Agent. 
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For the Christian Journal. 


Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost, St. John vi. 


We may remark our blessed Mas- 
ter’s care, that the fragments remain- 
ing might be gathered up, and put into 
baskets; for which, no doubt, this had 
been a sufficient reason, that those 
might prove both the reality of the mi- 
racle, and the exceeding greatness of 
the increase. But, in regard our Lord 
assigns another, when saying, “Gather 
up the fragments that nothing be lost ;” 
the proper use, | think, of this head is, 
thence to form a direction how to ma- 
nage our substance to the best advant- 
age; and so to approve ourselves cha- 
ritable and kind, as at the same time 
not to be profuse and indiscreet. Jesus, 
it is true, by setting his whole store be- 
fore the multitude, hath left us a pat- 
tern of beneficence and largeness of 
heart. The provisions, growing so pro- 
digiously upon his hands, are an em- 
blem and intimation of those unaccount- 
able accessions, which we may some- 
times observe to the fortunes of gene- 
rous and merciful persons: and, by 
some passages of Scripture, an unwary 
reader might be led to think, that in 
those actions there could be no excess, 
at least no possibility of offending by 
such excess: but yet the same Jesus 
would not, that even “ fragments” 
should be. lost. And herein he hath 
shewed, that all reserving for the futare 
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is not unlawful; that charity is very 
consistent with frugality; indeed not 
only that they may, but should, go to- 
gether. For God will be sure to makea 
mighty difference between the virtue, 
and the specious extreme beyond it; 
between the liberal, and the lavish man. 

{ Dean Stanhope. 
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For the Christian Journal. 

On the Duty of parents to lay up mo- 
ney for their children; and the Polly 
of amassing Fortunes for them. 

Ir I be asked, Should Christian pa- 
rents lay up money for their children?” 
I answer—lIt is the duty of every pa- 
rent, who can, to lay up what is neces- 
sary to put every child in a condition to 
earn its bread. If he neglect this, he 
undoubtedly sins against God and na- 
ture. “ But should not a man lay up, 
besides this, a fortune for his children, 
if he can honestlyr” Lanswer, Yes, if 
there be no poor within his reach; no 
good work which he can assist; no 
heathen region on the earth to which 
he can contribute to send the Gospel of 
Jesus; but not otherwise. God shows, 
in the course of his providence, that 
this laying up of fortunes for children 
is not right ; for there is scarcely ever 
a case where money has been saved up 
to make the children independent, and 
gentlemen, in which God has not cursed 
the blessing. It was saved from the 
poor, from the ignorant, from the 
cause of God; and the canker of dis- 
pleasure consumed this 2// saved pro- 


perty. [ Dr. Adam Clark. 
—_— 
For the Christian Journal. 


An Attempt towards a Right Con- 
struction of a Rubric concerning the 
Use of the Ante-Communion Service. 


Ar the last General Convention, the 
House of Bishops “ deemed it their duty 
to express the decided opinion, that the 
rubrics of the communion service, as 
well as other general considerations, 
enjoin the use of that part which pre- 
cedes the sermon, on all occasions of 
sermon or communion, as well as on 
those festivals and fasts when neither 
sermon nor communion occurs.” And 


this opinion was accompanied by seve- 
ral arguments drawn from fitness, from 
expediency, and from the consistency 
of the whole service, and the rubrics 
concerning it. 

Besides its intrinsic force, and the 
weight of the authority from which it 
emanated, it will be readily admitted 
that great deference is due to the senti- 
ments of the venerable and learned 
presiding Bishop, to whose pen the en- 
tire document is generally attributed 5 
because, having been a member,of the 
Conventions by whom the Liturgy was 
modelled into its present form, when the 
words which have given rise to a dif 
ference in opinion and practice were 
introduced, he is not only acquainted 
with the professed parpose of their in- 
troduction, but also with the cotempo- 
ranecous interpretation given to them, 
to which he observes, “a contrary sense 
had not been heard of for a long course 
of years.” 

The exposition given by the House 
of Bishops, it is believed, cannot be re- 
futed in any of its parts. Still there 
are some clergymen, and perhaps lay- 
men too, embracing a few who claim to 
be rubrical, but probably more who 
are disposed to indulge in a wider lati- 
tude on these subjects; who persist in 
the disuse of the ante-communion ser- 
vice if there be a sermon. They con- 
tend that the plain language of the ru- 
bric admits of no other interpretation 
than their own,—that as it declares 
that if there be no sermon, &c. the ser- 
vice is to be used, the converse neces- 
sarily follows, that if there be a sermon, 
&c. it isnot to be used,—that there be- 
ing no sermon, &c. is the condition and 
the only one upon which the use of the 
service is permitted,—and, in answer 
to general considerations, extrinsic to 
the rubric, they allege, that in the con- 
struction of a law we can have nothing 
to do with the supposed views or in- 
tentions of its makers, if they vary from 
its obvious import,—that, whatever be 
the inconveniences or incongruities 
which follow, these must be supposed 
to have been in the contemplation of 
the lawgiver, and submitted to for the 
attainment of some greater good,—that 
the last law, if it be inconsistent with 
former ones, should be considered as 
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repealing, but ought on no account to 
be annulled by, them,—and, finally, 
that the rubric may be altered, but, 
while it stands in its present shape, it 
is enough for them to know “ ita lex 
scripta est.” 

Without stopping to inquire into the 
soundness of these reasonings,—at least 
some of which might be safely question- 
ed,—it is proposed to meet the ques- 
tion upon the ground which is assum- 
ed, and to inquire critically into the 
meaning of the words of the rubric. 

The rubric stands thus. “ Upon the 
Sundays and other holy days [if there 
be no sermon or communion] shall be 
said all that is appointed at the com- 
munion, until the end of the general 
prayer,” &c. The wordsitalicised were 
introduced by the Convention of 1789. 

We must bear in mind that the cu- 
kric, with the exception of the words 
% sermon or” was established so long 
ago asin the reign of king Edward. We 
ought therefore to go far back for au- 
thorities to fix the meaning of the 
words; and should there be any vari- 
ance between their ancient and modern 
acceptation, the former is to be prefer- 
red. For it cannot be supposed that 
the Convention did not understand 
the meaning of the old rubric, and 
still less that, when they altered it, 
they intended the words should have a 
sense in relation to the new matter they 
introduced, different from that which 
they had originally,—and that “ if” 
should mean one thing when applied 
to “ sermon,” and another thing when 
applied to “ communion.” Yet “ it is 
said of those” who differ from us in this 
matter “ that they conceive themselves 
hound to use the whole service ona 
communion day !” 

The construction depends then upon 
the interpretation of the word “ if,” 
which it is proposed to ascertain. 

Horne Took, the author of the Di- 
versiens of Purley, complained that, in 
a certain prosecution, he was made the 
miserable victim of—two prepositions 
and a conjunction. Whatever may be 
thought of this, itis believed that no one 
will deny that, on the subject of philo- 
logy, his book is unrivalied authority. 
On it, it is intended therefore, mainly 
to rely. 


Ia his eighth chapter, title “ Etymo- 
logy of the English Consonants,” will 
be found a full explanation of this one, 
and of its derivation, which in page 111 
of the same volume, he had affirmed to 
be the imperative of the verb “ togive.” 
“If” and “an,” says he, “may be used 
mutually and indifferently to supply 
each other’s place,” and “ an? is no- 
thing more than the imperative of the 
verb “togrant.” “If” is rendered by 
him ‘ dato,” i.e. “ grant”—“ allow 
that ;” and he observes that “ gif,” 
which is the same as “if,” is to be found 
in all our old writers; many of whom 
he cites and quotes in confirmation of 
its meaning. Again, in p. 154, “as 
the Latin ‘si’ (if) means ¢ be it,’ and 
‘nisi and sine’ (unless and without) 
mean £ be not;’ so ‘ etsi? (although) 
means ‘ and be it.’” And in page 150, 
he states “ the’—though,” to be deriv- 
ed from the same source With “ if” or 
* oif,’ and to mean, to allow, permit, 
grant, yield, assent. The reader is 
requested to refer to the book itself, 
and it will be presently shewn, from 
the best authority, that “if” in this 
very rubric, js regarded as synonymous 
with “ although.” 

In Mr. Reeves’ lIatroduction to the 
Book of Common Prayer, we find this 
rabric closely exammed. [{e remarks, 
that whereas formerly the ante-com- 
munion service was directed to be read 
on Wednesday and Friday, “ at pre- 
sent the rubric does not make such ap- 
pointment, but only for Sundays and 
holy-days, when, although there be ne 
communion, all shall be said,” &c. 

If we turn to Johnson, our construc- 
tion will be found to be sustained by 
him also. “ If,” explained, 1. “ Sup- 
pose it to be so, or, it were so, that.” 
2. “ Whether or no.” 3. “ Allowing 
that;”’ “ Suppose it be granted that.” 

Perhaps a vulgar acceptation has 
been given to the word somewhat dif- 
ferent from these authorities, but surely 
there is no need tg use words in sup- 
port of these, when opposed te vulgar- 
ism. 

Let the rubric then be read accord- 
ingly —* grant that”—* allow that”— 
“ suppose it to be so that;” or, as 
Reeves and the House of Bishops, “ al- 
though” there be no sermon;—or as 
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Johnson “ whether or no” there be a 
sermon, and, it is presumed all diffi- 
culty vanishes. It will not surely be 
then pretended, that the rubric allows 
the omission of the ante-communion 
service, “if” there be a sermon; and 
then it will be rescued from the other- 
wise palpable contradiction, of direct- 
ing a part of a service to be omitted at 
the same time that it requires the whole 
of it to be performed. 
A LAYMAN. 
Philadelphia, March 13, 1822. 
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Second Report of the Managers of the 
Episcopal Missionary Association 
of Zion Church, New-York. 

Tue Managers of the Episcopal 
Missionary Association of Zion Church, 
congratulate their fellow members on 
the arrival of a second anniversary, and, 
in the discharge of their official duty, 
present the following report of their 
proceedings for the past year :-— 

We have been enabled, from the 
bounty of our subscribers, after defray- 
ing the contingent expenses of the in- 
stitution, to pay over intothe fund of the 
general society the sum of $59, leav- 
ing a balance of 124 cents in the hands 
of our Treasurer. 

The parent association, in their fifth 
annual report, acknowledges the receipt 
of our donation in the following very 
flattering and encouraging terms :— 
“The auxiliary association of Zion 
Church, whose institution was last 
year particularly noticed, have con- 
tinued their liberality, and have paid 
our Treasurer this year the sum of 
S59.” Commendation for our feeble 
efforts, emanating from so high a 
source, we shall ever be proud to de- 
serve; we shall always welcome it 
with gratitude and respect; it will, we 
trust, warm us into acts of beneficence 
and zeal in the sacred cause we have 
espoused, and enable us to maintain for 
our infant institution a distinguished 
rank among her sister auxiliaries in the 
future annals of the parent society. 

As a further incentive to untiring 
benevolence and exertion, we would 
bring Into view the destitute condition 
and pressing wants of our Christian 
brethren, who are widely scattered 
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over the counties in the more remote 
parts of our state. Our pious and in- 
defatigable Bishop, in his late charge 
to the Convention of Delegates, ob- 
serves, that to *‘ Missionary labours 
we are indebted for the advancement 
of our Church, which, in almost every 
instance, in the new settlements, has 
risen from the smallest beginnings ;” 
he describes “ Churchmen few in 
number, adhering with a zeal which no 
depression could extinguish, and no 
difficulties daunt, to the faith, the mi- 
nistry, and the worship of that fold of 
their Redeemer in which they are to be 
nurtured for heaven; communicating 
their zeal to others, gradually aug- 
menting their small assemblies, and 
cherished by the occasional visits of a 
Missionary, forming congregations and 
erecting edifices for worship.” This 
“is the history of the rise of our Church 
in almost all those many cases in 
which we see her exhibiting the stand- 
ard of apostolic truth and primitive 
order in the new settlements of our 
state; and this,” he continues, “ might 
be the history of the rise of our Church 
in innumerable more cases, could we 
extend the sphere of Missionary exer- 
tions. Could every individual of our 
Church,” exclaims our faithful Bishop, 
“ feel as I have felt, when compelled 
to damp every hope, urged by the most 
affecting entreaties of receiving even 
the occasional supply of Missionary 
services, the means of furnishing them 
would be amply afforded.” 

To this well drawn picture of the 
wants, the hopes, and expectations of 
our assistant brethren, we will only 
add, that if every spark of Christian 
charity and love have not taken a final 
leave of our bosoms ; if every obliga- 
tion which the well known command- 
ment imposes of “loving our neigh- 
bour as ourselves,” and “ doing unto 
others as we would they should do unto 
us,” be not totally blotted from our 
memory, then are we sure the forego- 
ing forcible and eloquent appeal to the 
most exalted attribute of the Christian 


heart, cannot, will not, be made in vain. 


We would, moreover, invite your 
aid, not merely as Christians, but as 
philanthropists, from the happy results 
which have already flown from Mis- 
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sionary labours among our untamed 
brethren of the wilderness; for since 
the disciples of our blessed Saviour 
have been sent out among them, from 
whose lips the precepts of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom have been poured 
forth in strains of peace and good 
will towards men,” humanity has sel- 
dom had to mourn over the smoking 
ruins and butchered remains of our 
innocent and unoffending borderers ; 
the scalping knife and tomahawk, 
those terrific ensigns of torture and of 
death, have become, through the mild 
whisperings of the Gospel, converted 
into useful instruments of husbandry ; 
the ruthless savage has become dis- 
armed of his wonted ferocity, and his 
thirst for blood, rapine, and brutal 
vengeance, have been lulled to sleep by 
the sweet melody of religion’s voice. 

With these brief remarks on the im- 
portance and worthiness of our object, 
we shall repose with confidence on the 
known spirit and liberality of our 
members and Church in general, for 
our future advancement and usefulness ; 
reminding them of the admonition of 
an inspired writer, “that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to commu- 
nicate.” 


Officers for the year 1822. 

The Rev. Thomas Breintnall, Presi- 
dent; Mr. B. R. Robson, Ist Vice- 
President ; Mr. James M‘Murray, 2d 
Vice-President; Mr. Richard E. Pur- 
dy, Secretary; Mr. William Bakewell, 
Treasurer. 

Managers.—Samuel Sparks, Wil- 
liam H. Earle, Richard Ten Eyck, 
John Graff, John Rogers, John F. 
Hawes, Peter Lorillard, jun. William 
T. Pinkney, George C. Morgan, Samuel 
Heath, John Richardson, William 
M‘Laughlin. 

Delegates to the Board of Mana- 
gers of the General Society.—Samuel 
Jarvis, William Bakewell. 

Tranelation of an Easter Hymn, sometimes 
recite? in the Churches of the Greek 
Communion. 

O what an awful, awful hour, 

Beheld our Saviour die! 

The sun, in dire eclipse, withdrew 


His radiance from the’sky. 


Translation of an Easter Hymn. 


The waters of the troubled deep, 
To their abysses fled; 

The mountains, and the solid earth, 
Shook with excessive dread. 

Amazement was in heaven! But who 
The solemn mystery saw, 

That struck, even in the heaven of heavens, 
Angelic hosts with awe ? 

At that tremendous, awful hour, 
The gates of heaven were closed: 

The fabric of the rolling spheres 
With consternation paused. 


Meantime what deeds were done on earth! 
Deeds of atrocious strife ! 

The powers of death and darkness strove 
Against the Lord of life! 


Aud conquered—as they vainly deem’d ! 
Nor, in their frenzy, knew 

That they should, by that heinous act, 
Their own rebellion rue. 


The darkness flies away! the gates 
Of heaven are opened wide! 

And sudden, from the sapphire throne, 
Bursts an effulgent tide. 

Emerging from the cloud of light, 
With beaming harps, behoid! 

In bright attire, the Seraphim 
Their radiant forms unfold. 


On high their loud hosannas flow; 
Messiah’s praise they sing : 

The nether orbs resume their speed, 
And with hosannas ring- 


“ Messiah triumphs,” they proclaim— 
* Though in the grave he lies, 

Soon will he burst the bands of death, 
And re-ascend the skies. 


“Ten thousand thousand angels then 
Shall ioin the voeal lay; 

And hail, triumphant, his return 
To everlasting day ! 

“ To him a crown of majesty 
Amid the hosts of heaven, 

Shall by Jehovah be with power 
And wide dominion given. 


“ Far through the starry realms of space, 
Blazing with beams of gold, 

His banner, at the gate of heaven, 
An angel shal! unfold. 

“ Then, pealing with tremendous voice, 
The Seraph of the sun 

Sha!!, as his lames expire, proclaim 
Messiah’s reign begun. 

* Roused by that voice, in white array, 
His people to the sky 

Shail soar and reign with glory crown’d 
In realms of biiss on high. 


* Glory to God, and to the Son, 
And to the Spirit pure! 

Their justice, goodness, and their power 
For ever shall endure.”’ 








The New Testament in Persia. 

A Russain captain, lately returned 
from Persia, mentioned to a friend, in 
Astracan, that, when he was in that 
country, he happened one day to go 
into the house of a native, where he 














A A A AS EER 





<> te 


ee 











126 Miscellaneous. 


was surprised to find twenty or thirty 
Persians assembled, and listening with 
attention to one who was reading a 
book. They no sooner noticed the 
stranger than the book was laid aside 
and concealed, and it was with some 
difficulty that he could prevail on them 
to tell him what the book was. At last 
they informed him that it was the New 
Testament, and said that the reason 
why they endeavoured to conceal 
was, that they were not allowed to 
read it publicly.—-Extract of a letter 
from Dr. Henderson. 


SEES 


Ancient Busts and Statues. 


In,making an excavation recently at 
Warsaw, for the purpose of erecting a 
library, forty busts in stone were dis- 
covered of the Kings of Poland and 
Dukes of Lithuania. One of them, 
in the costume of the Order of the 
Golden Fleece, appears to be the bust 
of Sigismund Il. who died in 16382. 
There were also found 15 mythological 
statues of a colossal size. 
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Honesty Rewarded. 


ThE morning papers contained an 
advertisement of Mr. George W. Tal- 
bot, of this city, offering a reward of 
two hundred and fitty dollars, to be 
paid on delivery of a pocket-book and 
its contents, amounting to § 45,000 in 
notes, acceptances, custom-.ouse de- 
bentures, bank checks, and bank bills, 
lost yesterday, at the corner of Pine 
and William-streets. We have vow 
the pleasure to state, that an orphan 
boy, in Henry-street, of Irish parent- 
age, was the fortunate finder of the 
pocket book, and that it was promptly 
restored to the owner this morning, 
with its contents ; upon which the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars was 
immediately paid by Mr. Talbot, two 
hundred of which, is to be deposited i in 
the Savings Banks, for the benefit of 
the lad, and the remaining fifty douars 
appropriated for cl: ‘thing the little fel- 
low in that decent apparel in which 
honesty should ever appear.—States- 
man, March 14th, 1822. 
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Introductory Address to the Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

On Monday evening, March 11th, 

1822,the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart de- 
livered, in Trinity Church, in this city, 
an address on occasion of the opening, 
under its new Constitution, of the 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America. Evening Prayer was 
conducted by the Rev. James Milnor, 
D. D. Rector of St. George’s Church, 
New-York. ‘The congregation was 
very crowded, and highly respectable. 
About twenty regular students, and 
four or five young gentlemen, who are 
admitted, according to the statutes, to 
attend a part of the instructions, were 
present, in appropriate seats ; similar 
accommodations having been also pro- 
vided for the Trustees, Professors, and 
Clergy generally. 

The impression made by the lucid, 
able, and eloquent address was cer- 
tainly a very strong one, and we hope 
will prove lasting and operative. We 
are gratified to be able to anticipate the 
wide extension of this effect, by the ap- 
pearance of the address in print. 


a= 


Communication. 

We are informed that Bishop Ho- 
bart received yesterday a check for 
$ 2,000, from Eliakim Warren, Esq. 
of Troy, for the purpose of founding a 
scholarship in the Protestant Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the United 
States. This example of Christian 
munificence, it is to be hoped, will be 
followed by many wealthy Episco- 
palians in this city, as well as in other 
parts of the United States.— New-York 
Evening Post, March 21st, 1822. 

[The gentleman who made the 
abovementioned donation to the Theo- 
logical Seminary has been long dis- 
tinguished for his pious liberality. The 
Episcopal congregation at Troy has 
often experienced the benefit of his 
zealous and generous exertions, and 
his large and respectable family imitate 
their venerable father in acts of pious 
munificence, and have liberally sub- 
scribed to the Theological School. If 
the disposition were equally prevalent 
among Episcopalians to devote a por- 
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tion of their wealth to the interests of 
the Church, and particularly to the 
promotion of theological education, 
funds could soon be procured adequate 
to the important objects. We have 
procured the following extract from 
the letter of the gentleman who trans- 
mitted to Bishop Hobart the donation 
of Mr. Warren. It contains remarks 
which are so just and impressive that 
we presume to hope they will not be 
without their effect. | 

“ Where are the numerous and 
wealthy citizens of the city of New- 
York, who are Churchmen? If they 
would come forward and make a vi- 
gorous and united effort, and set an ex- 
ample, not only for the Churchmen in 
this State, but also for the Union, it 
would, I am confident, produce a most 
beneficial result. The city of New- 
York is powerful, and its citizens are 
liberal, in almost every thing which 
tends to promote the prosperity of our 
country ; and why should they be less 
so towards an institution which, if 
supported, is calculated to give cha- 
racter and stability to our Church, 
and to extend the blessings of the Gos- 
pel throughout our land, in its pri- 
mitive purity ?” 

} ——____,— _____} 
Ordination. 

On Wednesday, March 6th, 1822, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held an 
Ordination in Trinity Church, in this 
city, and admitted the Rev. William H. 
De Lancey, Deacon, Minister of St. 
Thomas’s Church, Mamaroneck, W est- 
chester county, to the holy order of 
Priests. Morning Prayer was conduct- 
ed by the Rev. William Berrian, and 
an appropriate exhortation delivered 
by the Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, 
Assistant Ministers of ‘Trinity Church. 
Mr. De Lancey has since been ap- 
pointed Assistant Minister to the Rector 
of Christ, St. Peter’s, and St. James’s 
Churches, Philadelphia. 





From Poulson’s (Philadelphia) American 
Daily Advertiser. 
Consecration and Obituary Notice. 

On Thursday morning, January 17th, 
1822, Trinity Church, in Catharine, 
between Second and Third-streets, in 
the district of Southwark, Philadelphia, 


was consecrated to the service of Al- 
mighty God, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, assisted by several of the Epis- 
copal Clergy of Philadelphia, and in 
the presence of a crowded and respect- 
able audience. The services of the oc- 
casion were solemn and interesting, and 
the sermon, delivered by the Rev. 
Samuel H. Turner, highly appropriate 
and impressive. 

{t must be peculiarly gratifying to 
Episcopalians to see, in this part of our 
city, a place of worship erected, in 
which the holy services of religion are 
to be celebrated according to the usages 
of a Church venerable for her antiqui- 
ty, and conspicuous for the elevated 
standing which she has so long occu- 
pied among her sister churches in 
Christendom. Present circumstances 
authorize the expectation of success in 
the organization of an Episcopal con- 
gregation in this district, and in the 
consequent promotion of the interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The building is of brick, 65 feet 
long and 55 feet wide. Although not an 
elegant edifice, it is perfectly neat, and 
well adapted to its intended use. The 
writer is informed that the erection of 
this church is in no inconsiderable de- 
gree owing to the exertions and genero- 
sity of the late Rev. Mr. Turner, and 
he avails himself of tie present oppor- 
tunity, to pay to his memory that tri- 
bute of respect which his piety, his 
philanthropy, and his zeal in the exer- 
cise of his profession, so justly merit. 

The late Rev. Mr. Joseph Turner 
was a native of Devonshire, in Eng- 
land, and born in the year 1742. He 
came to America some considerable 
time before the Revolutionary War. 
Being naturally of a serious and con- 
templative turn of mind, and raised by 
the liberality of his uncle, Phalip Hul- 
beari, K:sq. above the necessity of any 
professional exertions, he devoted a 
portion of his time to theological stu- 
dies, and soon after the introduction of 
the Episcopate into America, applied 
to Bishop White, the first Pennsylvania 
Diocesan, for admission to holy orders. 
The uniform correctness of his con- 
duct, and the unfeigned piety of his 
life, rendered his application success- 
ful, and he was accordingly ordained 
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a Deacon in 1791, and a Priest in the 
following year. He wag called to the 
rectorship of St. Martin’s Church, at 
Marcus Hook, which the retained 
about 25 years. During a part of that, 
time he acted as Assistant Minister in 
the Swedish Episcopal Church, under 
the superintendance of the Rev. Nicho- 
las Collin, D.D. Declining health 
and fatigue, arising from the distance 
of his residence from his flock, obliged 
him to relinquish his charge a few 
years before his decease. He died on 
the 26th of July, 1821, after a short 
but severe illness, which he sustained 
with exemplary Christian resignation 
and fortitude, looking forward with 
eagerness and holy hope to his eman- 
cipation from the fetters of mortality, 
and his admission to the promised joy 
of his Lord. He was buricd in the 
church-yard of St. Paul’s, of which 
church heand his family were members, 
and in which he frequently officiated. 

That this faithful and diligent dis- 
ciple of Christ should thus “ finish his 
course with joy,” was the natural con- 
sequence of that simplicity and purity 
of conduct which adorned his charac- 
ter. Unambitious of popular applause, 
and regulating his deportment by the 
influence of that leading Christian vir- 
tue, Aumility, he “kept the noiseless 
tenor of his way,” in the constant exer- 
cise of that fuith and practiee, which 
he so earnest] y recommended to others. 
Confiding in the sacred assurances, 
that “ he who winneth souls is wise,” 
and that “‘ they who turn many to right 
courses shall shine as the stars for 
ever,” in conformity to the example of 
his divine Master, “he went about 
doing good.” As a citizen, he dis- 
charged all the relative duties, both 
public and domestic, with the strictest 
integrity and the tenderest attention, 
invariably exemplifying the character 
given by our blessed Saviour, of a pious 
Jew, “ Behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile!” 

New Church. 

Ox Saturday, the 30th of March,1822, 
the corner stone of a new building, for 
the parish of Christ Church, in this 
city, was laid by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart. A number of the Clergy, and 


several members of the different ves- 
tries in the city, attended on the ocea- 
sion, which was rendered very solemn 
and impressive by an appropriate ser- 
vice, performed by the Bishop, and an 
address by the Rev. Mr. Lyell, the 
Rector of the Church. The site is in 
Anthony-street, facing the north wing 
of the New-York Hospital; an airy, 
desirable, and commodious spot. The 
edifice, we understand, is to be built in 
the Gothic style, of rough stone, and in 
extent 90 by 65 feet. 

‘The state of the old building in Ann- 
street has become such as to render 
necessary very extensive repairs. The 


site, however, being an inconvenient - 


and unpleasant one, the parish have 
resolved to undertake rebuilding in a 
very eligible situation, and in a style 
highly creditable to their taste and 
liberality ; and this entirely upon their 
own responsibility, a fact which, in the 
estimation of those acquainted with the 
history of the Church in this city, ren- 
ders this a peculiarly praiseworthy in- 
stance of pious zeal and enterprize. 
We sincerely hope that it will be imi- 
tated. ‘There can be no doubt that at 
least 3 or 4 new Episcopal churches in 
this city, judiciously located, would be 
immediately supplied with congrega- 
tions. And such is the demand for 
seats, that if they were erected with a 
duly proportioned regard to economy, 
convenience, and taste, itis almost cer- 
tain, that the cost would be defrayed, 
or nearly so, by the sale of pews. 
Free Episcopal Church. 

A cuurcn of this description is about 
to be erected in the neighbourhood of 
Corlaer’s Hook, in this city; more 
particulars of which may be expected 
in our Number for May. 








To Correspondents. 

Most of the matter for the present 
number of the Christian Journal hav- 
ing been prepared before the receipt of 
the third number of the Country Cler- 
gyman, that paper is unavoidably laid 
over for the May number. 

Several other articles from our dis- 
tant friends have been received, and 
will appear in due course. 
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